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Full Speed Ahead 
One of the major mysteries of out

door financing in Kansas is that gov
ernors and legislatures have held back 
on funds for major improvements and 
innovations even though they were on 
hand, paid for by fish and game en
thusiasts themselves, and would not cost 
the taxpayer as much as a thin dime. 

The new state fish and game director, 
Richard Wettersten, fresh from Minne
sota, evidently couldn't understand it 
either. The commission, undoubtedly 
at his instigation, therefore has announced 
a five-year expansion program which 
will increase its budget by almost 100 
percent. 

Money is not the key to everything, 
but prudently spent it can account for 
a great deal. The outdoor program in 
Kansas has stood still too long while 
surplus funds from sale of game licenses, 
boat fees and the like, not to mention 
federal grants, piled up as unused sur
pluses held by the state exchequer. 

The goal is both clear and desirable. 
In Wettersten's words, it is to "rejuvenate 
and elevate hunting, fishing and boating 
in Kal1sas to where they should be." 

Popular support should gather quickly 
behind the program. The commission 
and its director are wise enough to strike 
in a campaign year when politicians are 
hard pressed to say no. The combination 
may be sufficient to gain full approval of 
the 1973 legislature. Let's hope so. 

-Parsons Sun 

Editor's Note: Since this editorial 
was published in the Parsons Sun, both 
gubernatorial candidates, Gov. Robert 
Docking, and Morris Kay, have an
nounced endorsement of the Commis

sion's Project SASNAK. Likewise, nu
merous editorials have been written sup
porting the five-year , five-plan program 
and several organizations, including the 
Kansas Wildlife Federation, Outdoor 
Writers of Kansas, Kansas Ornithological 
Society, Cherokee County Sportsmen's 
Fish and Game Association, Inc., and the 
Sunflower Sportsmen's Club of Parsons, 
have adopted resolutions endorsing SAS
NAK. In the Jan.-Feb. issue of KANSAS 
FISH & GAME, Director Richard D . 
Wettersten, will provide more details of 
the dramatic new program. 
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THE WHITETAIL DOE was fright
ened! 

This would be her first fawn and 
she stirred restlessly. Earlier, as dark
ness fell, she had taken refuge in a 
plum thicket. Now lying on her side, 
she labored alone in the dark. From 
a distant ridge, the sharp wail of a 
coyote suddenly split the night air. 
The cry was immediately taken up 
by several others 
in a yip-yipping 
crescendo. The 
pack was hunting! 

Lifting her head 
nervously at the 
sou n d, the doe 
glanced a l' 0 U n d 
her. But the labor 
pains were contin
uous now, and her 
attention soon re

McLeran 

turned to the chore at hand. A few 
moments later the fawn was born. 
After cleaning her spotted youngster, 
the exhaus ted doe lay hack, trying to 
regain her strength. 

An hour or so later, as darkness 
faded to the hazy gray light of dawn , 
the doe heard a noise. Raising her 
head, she saw two dog-like forms 
several feet away. One was crouched, 
silently watching her, while the other 
circled slowly, its teeth exposed in a 
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Killers 
• In 

Disguise 
By Vic Mcleran 

snarl. Wide-eyed with terror, the 
young doe lurched to her feet. The 
nearest animal immediately sprang at 
her, ripping a four-inch gash in her 
flank. As the doe whirled to bring her 
sharp forehooves into play, she was 
nearly knocked down by the other 
animal as it sank curved fangs into 
her throat. Spurred by pain and fear , 
the doe managed to tear herself away 
and stumble out of the thicket into 
the field. Her pursuer turned back to 
its running mate which was now ap
proaching the fawn . Only an hour or 
so old, the fawn was defenseless. It 
was over in a matter of seconds! 

The next morning, a rancher riding 
fence would find the partially eaten 
fawn. Spotting canine tracks in the 
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sand, he'd rememher the calf which 
he lost a few months ago. "Coyotes," 
he'd mutter, concluding the little 
prairie wolves had taken this fawn as 
well as his calf. 

But he was wrong because the true 
culprits were not coyotes, but free
ranging dogs . And increasingly here 
in Kansas, free-ranging dogs are re
sponsible for livestock and wildlife 
damage - damage which is often 
blamed on coyotes. Operating under 
the facade of faithful hunting com
panion and t r u s ted watchdog by 
day, these disguised killers can wreak 
havoc on livestock and wildlife pop
ulations at night. 

To clarify the terms "wild" and 
"free-ranging" we asked Dr. Ray
mond Hall , professor of mammalogy 
at Kansas University for some defini
tions . 

"To me, a wild dog is one which 
mayor may not have been horn in 
the wild, hut actually spends most of 
its life in the woods away from 
human hahitation," Dr. Hall said. 
"This animal is actually 'wild' in the 
trucst sense, eating whatever it can 
kill. On the other hand, a free-rang
ing dog usually has a home, is often 
owned hy an individual , fed at times 
and simply allowed to roam freely, 
coming and going as it p leases ." 
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~ ize," Henderson said. "No one sus
; pects that the old family dog which 
~ lays around the farmhouse all day 
"0 may actually be a killer at night." 
f A check with game protectors and 

county agents from across the state 
revealed some interesting cases which 
illustrate free-ranging dogs' devastat
ing effect on livestock and wildlife. 

Larry Tiemann, county agent at 
Burlington, feels these disguised kill
ers are worse than coyotes. 

the Extension Service for help," the 
control specialist said. "As a result, 
I'm sure we don't hear of all the dam
age done by free-running dogs." 

"For some reason, farmers are re
luctant to report damage caused by 
dogs. It's easier to blame coyotes and 
then go out and shoot the dog," he 
explained. 

One county agent, speaking of a 
colt which had been killed by dogs , 
said, "Even the newspaper said the 

"No one suspects the old family dog which lays around the 
farmhouse all day may actually be a killer at night." 

Dog kills can often be identified by the 
fact that several animals are killed wan
tonly and left lying. Coyotes on the other 
hand, usually take only one animal or 
what they can eat. Shown here are several 
sheep which were killed by a dog pack. 

Dr. Hall and most other authorities 
seem to feel there are few truly wild 
dogs in the state. The major problem 
they say, centers around the free
ranging dogs. 

Just how much of a problem are 
these Judas dogs? We asked F. Rob
ert Henderson, wildlife damage con
trol specialist for Kansas State Uni
versity extension service. Henderson 
travels the entire state assisting stock
men with predator problems and is 
probably more familiar with the free
ranging dog question than anyone in 
Kansas. 

"The free-ranging dog problem is 
more serious than most people real-
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F. Robert Henderson 
Wildlife Damage Control Specialist 

"This is especially true in small 
feedlot operations where livestock are 
confined," he said. ''I've seen losses 
occur when these dogs would drive 
cattle through fences and corrals." 

The county agent at Kingman, 
Charles Weber, has experienced sim
ilar problems. "About 10 years ago, 
a pack of free-ranging dogs drove 
several of our heifers through a fence, 
crippling two of them," he said. 

A dairy man near Beagle had some 
dogs run several of his Holstein heif
ers through a fence one night. The 
heifers got onto a nearby railroad 
track where five of them were killed 
by a train. 

Jack McNally, law enforcement su
pervisor for the Commission's north
central district, once watched some 
hounds run a calf into a wire fence 
near Albany. The calf died later. 

Game protector Dick McCullough, 
Mound City, recalls two incidents 
near Paola where farmers were losing 
poultry to free-ranging dogs. "Sev
eral years ago, a farmer had 24 tur
keys killed by three free -ranging 
dogs. Another farmer lost seven tur
keys to a neighbor's dog over a period 
of three weeks. The neighbors had 
simply moved away from the farm 
and left the dog on his own," McCul
lough said. 

Bob Henderson believes livestock 
losses to free-ranging dogs may actu
ally be higher than reports indicate. 
"Farmers and ranchers are more 
likely to take care of problems in
volving dogs themselves, than call 

colt was killed by coyotes. People 
just don't want to come 'right out and 
blame dogs for livestock losses." 
When dogs are shot or trapped in the 
act of killing livestock there is little 
or no publicity given the event-es
pecially if the dog belongs to the 
farmer's neighbor. 

Like another county agent said, 
"We have dog problems now and 
then, but the situation is usually 
taken care of quickly!" Other simi
lar remarks make the implication 
clear-the dogs are simply shot and 
disposed of with nothing said. 

Because of this reluctance to blame 
dogs for depredations, coyotes usu
ally take the heat. ''I'd say at least 25 
percent of livestock losses blamed on 

In many instances, German shepherds were 
found guilty of killing or harassing live
stock and wildlife. 

Ken Stiebben 
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Palco. "This farmer was losing calves 
and thought coyotes were killing 
them," said Lichlyter. "Upon investi
gation, we learneu the neighbor's fe
male German shepherd was killing 
the calves. The dog was disposed of 
and there was no further trouble." 

"I had a case where a German 
shepherd eut up a small riding pony," 
said Dave Gentry, game protector 
from E m p 0 ria. "The - pony was 
wounded so severely it had to be put 

j to death. This damage was originally 
~ blamed on coyotes," he added. 
~ Marvin Meier, Holton game pro

.... --------------.... ~ tector, mentions another incident in
Trail hounds in eastern Kansas, when volving German shepherds, "I had a 
allowed to roam, have been observed chas- . 
ing deer frequently. farmer complam to me about coyotes 

Increasingly here in Kansas, free-ranging dogs are respon
sible fqr livestock and wildlife damage which is often blamed 
on coyotes. 

coyotes are actually caused by free
ranging dogs," Henderson said. 

running some of his cattle through a 
fcnce. However, upon investigation 
we found the neighbor's German 
shepherd was to blame. 'Ve trailed 
the dog in the mud from the scene 
to the neighbor's house about one
half mile away." 

Dick McCullough has also found 
that coyote damage can often be 
traced to free-ranging dogs. "Many 
complaints I receive on coyotes kill-

ing livestock are usually traced to 
dogs-often a close neighbor's. I've 
seen other cases where the farmer's 
own dog was to blame. When this 
occurred, the dog usually did his kill
ing during the night. But during the 
day when accompanied by his master 
the dog wouldn't give livestock a sec 
ond glance." 

McCullough is well qualified to 
talk about the problem since he had 
first-hand experience with one of 
these disguised killers. "I had a blue
tick hounu that killed 19 of my uad's 
weaning pigs one morning," Dick 
said. "It took two weeks wages to 
change my dad's attitude toward me 
after that little incident. A .22 long 
rifle took care of the dog's attitude," 
he added. 

It's this Jekyll-Hyde thing which 
makes it difficult for an untrained ob
server to tell what actually caused 
the damage. We asked Bob Hender
son how to tell the difference between 
kills made by dogs and those made 
by coyotes. "Tracks are the most ob
vious sign," he said. "Although simi
lar in appearance, coyote tracks are 
longer, narrower and more oval
shapeu than a dog's. They generally 
fall more nearly in a straight line and 
are spaced from 18-22 inches apart. 
Also, a coyote usually shows only two 
claw marks, one on each forward pad 

Reports from county agents and 
game protectors seem to confirm this. 
Gene Hitt, game protector at Pratt, 
tells of such an incident where coy
otes took the blame for dog depreda
tions, "Several years ago near Medi
cine Lodge, 'coyotes' were allegedly 
killing sheep. Traps were set in the 
vicinity of the kills and the farmer 
caught several of his neighbor's grey
hounds." 

Frank Hendricks, game protector at 
Ellsworth, was involved in a similar 
episode in Rice County where a 
farmer was complaining about coy
otes killing his sheep. "I went to the 
farm one evening to try and call the 
coyote with a predator call," Hen
dricks said. "While I was there, the 
farmer and I watched his dog drag in 
a fresh-killed lamb and eat it. I didn't 
see the dog kill this lamb but it was 
fresh and I feel certain the dog, not 
coyotes, was the farmer's problem." 

Coyote dogs and other "sight" hounds also have been involved in deer depredations. 
Dog owners should keep their animals tied or penned. Allowing dogs to roam freely 
often results in trouble. 

Henderson says in his experience 
German shepherds are the breed most 
often involved in livestock depreda
tions. Several incidents in which 
game protectors have been involved 
seem to bear this out. 

J. D. Lichlyter, Burlington game 
protector, had an experience with Ger
man shepherds killing calves near 
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Ken Stiebben 

this happens, you have a veteran 
stock killer." 

Calves are extremely susceptible to 
this kind of treatment since they 
often become separated from their 
mothers. "As long as the cow is close, 
she can usually fight off the dogs," 
Henderson explained. "But calves 
often get through a fence and when 
this occurs, the youngster is easy prey 
for a dog pack." 

There are no reliable figures in 
Kansas which would indicate how 
many free-ranging dogs we have, or 
the amount of damage they cause. In 
southeastern states where the prob
lem is more serious and receives more 
attention, figures are available. 

Although it's possible to protect livestock from free-running dogs, it's quite another story 
with wildlife_ And each year, the Commission receives many reports of dogs killing 
and harassing native wildlife. 

Georgia, for instance, which has an 
estimated 300,000 stray or free-rang
ing dogs, reported a loss of 5,000 
cattle in 1967 to dog packs. These 
cattle were valued at $885,000. The 
following year, an 0 the r survey 
showed dogs had killed 11,243 pigs 
worth $238,000. 

of the foot. A dog track shows four, 
one on each pad." 

The number of animals killed at 
one session often is indicative of the 
culprit's true identity. "When coy
otes make a kill, they generally take 
only one animal or what they can 
eat," Henderson explained. "Free
ranging dogs, on the other hand, will 
often kill several animals at one ses
sion-kind of a blood craze thing." 

One county agent concurs, saying, 
"It's been my experience that coyotes 
kill only for food. But when free
ranging dogs make a kill, they usu
ally get several animals and often 
leave them lay." 

Where do these free-ranging dogs 
come from? In some cases they're 
strays - dogs which h a v e been 
dropped in the country by owners 
who no longer want them. For the 
most part though, these dogs come 
from towns and farmhouses through
out the state. Dog packs range in 
size from two or three to more than 
20. Tom Crispino, game protector at 
Parsons, has seen packs containing 24 
dogs, roaming the strip pit areas. 

How do these disguised killers get 
started killing livestock? It's amazing 
but some stockmen inadvertently en
courage depredations by feeding 
dead livestock to dogs and coyotes. 
"A lot of farmers simply take their 
dead animals out to the nearest shel-

4 

terbelt or draw where the 'critters' 
can clean them up," said Henderson. 
"Dogs eat carrion and will feed on 
dead livestock. Once they have 
tasted livestock, they know it's some
thing good to eat. The next step is 
usually chasing cattle just for the fun 
of it," Henderson continued. "How
ever, if a cow or calf became in
jured in the chase, as when running 
into barbed wire, and blood is drawn, 
the dogs' predatory instincts take 
over. Then what started as flln f'nr1, 
with the dogs making a kill. Once 

Proper disposal of dead poultry 
and livestock coupled with dog-proof 
fences are helpful in preventing 
losses. Ideally, it's best to bring cows 
into small pastures near calving time. 
especially heifers who are calving for 
the first time. Young pigs born under 
field conditions are much more sus
ceptible to predation than piglets 
born in a good pen. Likewise, poul
try production within buildings or 

PACK OF WILD DOGS THREATEN MAC PAIR 

A pack of nine wild dogs threatened two McPherson men while they were 
working on a damaged cattle gate south of the city yesterday morning. 

Walt Lattin of 513 S. Maple, said he and Mike Borth were repairing the gate 
which had been damaged by stampeding cattle when the pack appeared and 
started approaching them. 

"They were growling, barking and showing their teeth," said Lattin. "They 
started coming for us so we picked up clods and started throwing them at the 
dogs. Then they started to move away." 

Lattin explained that the dogs had apparently caused a number of cattle owned 
by P. F. Stucky to stampede the gate. "Cattle were scattered everywhere from 
Inman to Conway," he said. 

Lattin and Borth were working on the farm which is located about three miles 
south and one mile west of McPherson. "~!ost of them were about as big as 
German shepherds and we were scared," Lattin said. 

Both men were working about 40 feet from Lattin's truck when the dogs 
started to approach. "I really don't know whether we would have had time 
to get away if they had attacked," he commented. 

"After the dogs left, they stayed in a pack and started down the road. You 
know, after going through that, I t11ink it would be smart to carry a gun." 

McPherson Sentinel 
September 19, 1972 
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well-fenced areas greatly reduces loss 
to free-ranging dogs. 

Protecting livestock from these dis
guised killers is one thing, but it's 
quite another matter with our native 
wildlife. 

Game protectors and county agents 
from across the state reported in
stances of depredation by dogs on 
small game like rabbits, quail and 
pheasants. During spring and early 
summer when these species have 
young in the nest, they are extremely 
susceptible to dog predation. Bird 
dogs which are allowed to roam and 
self hunt have little trouble wiping 
out entire game bird clutches. Each 
spring game protectors receive nu
merous reports of dogs catching and 
killing young rabbits. This past sum
mer, several Commission personnel 
reported finding young coons which 
had been killed by free-ranging dogs. 

Although small game depredations 
are rather unspectacular and often go 
unnoticed, this is not the case when 
dogs chase deer. This is news and we 
frequently read newspaper accounts 
of dogs harassing or killing deer. 
There's something about a deer's 
scent which is irresistible to dogs. 
The temptation to chase these ani
mals is so great that even well-trained 
hounds occasionally "break trail" to 
follow a hot deer track. 

Although various species have been 
observed chasing deer, trail hounds 
like Walkers, black and tans, blue-
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Farmers, ranchers and sportsmen should learn to distinguish between dog and coyote 
tracks. Although coyotes normally show only two claw marks, they occasionally show 
four when travelling in mud or soft sand. Even then however, the coyote's tracks can 
be distinguished from that of its domestic cousin by a narrower, more oval shape. 

ticks and redbones seem to be the 
worst offenders. Conscientious hound 
owners are aware of this and go to 
great lengths to prevent their dogs 
from chasing deer. 

Bill Hlavachick and Bill Peabody, 
big game biologists for the Kansas 
Forestry, Fish and Game Commis
sion, seem to feel the problem is 
worse in eastern Kansas than in the 
western part of the state. 'The east
ern part of the state has more hunt
ers who utilize trail hounds," they 

say. "And once a dog like this is 
allowed to roam or hunt on his own, 
he often starts chasing deer." In 
western Kansas there are fewer trail 
hounds and the problem isn't as 
great. 

All the different incidents involving 
predation on deer by dogs are too 
numerous to mention, but here are a 
few which vividly illustrate the prob
lem. 

Young animals like the whitetail fawn shown here, are extremely susceptible to predation 
by "disguised killers." 

Game protector Meier was called 
out by a farmer last summer who 
said dogs were chasing deer on his 
place. "When I got there, we found 
the deer, freshly-killed and partially 
eaten," Meier said. "The farmer 
asked that I leave the carcass near a 
creek about 150 yards from his house. 
A week later, he told me he had shot 
four of six dogs which were feeding 
on the deer." 

Fish and Game 

An eyewitness near Penokee told 
J. D. Lichlyter of watching dogs 
chase and catch a deer in the Solo
mon river bottom. "This guy watched 
three coon hounds and a coyote dog 
chasing a three or four month-old 
deer," Lichlyter said. "As he watched, 
the dogs caught the deer, pulled it 
down and killed it." 

Bill Burlew, Topeka game protector 
witnessed one of the goriest incidents 
of this nature. "About this time last 
year, I found a live doe which had 
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most of her rear end eaten away by 
dogs," he said. "An eyewitness told 
me he watched the dogs pull the deer 
down. The dogs were still there 
when I arrived to drive them away." 

sible for transmitting this dreaded 
disease. 

Just how vicious are these free
ranging dogs? Can they be danger
ous? You bet they can! Several years 
ago in Georgia, a young hunter en
tered the woods a day before bow 
season was to open. The young man 
was looking for a spot to place his 
tree stand. Carrying his stand, hc 
was unarmed except for a sheath 
knife on his belt. Suddenly, two 
snarling dogs rushed him from the 

get a shot at the third which angled 
off into the brush." 

Most of the aforementioned men 
were armed and got off safely. Had 
the dogs attacked a youngster or an 
unarmed person, the outcome might 
have been different! 

Free-ranging dogs are definitely a 
problem and there is no immediate 
solution in sight. What we probably 
need is some type of legislation which 
would allow us to deal effectively 
with the problem. Kansas law en-

Even though the problem is not as 
pronounced in western Kansas, it ex
ists nonetheless. George Anderson, 
game protector stationed at Ellis, 
once saw some dogs chasing a herd 
of mule deer in the vicinity of Cedar 
Bluff Reservoir. "The deer were be
ing chased by five dogs of various 
breeds. I managed to get between 
the deer and the dogs when the deer 
crossed the road. This broke up the 
chase. Since that time, I've noticed 
several dogs at farms in the area 
which look like the same dogs in
volved that day," Anderson said. 

If you keep dogs, fine. 
penned-and don't let 

But keep them-either tied or 
them roam or hunt alone. 

Even if the deer is able to elude a 
pack of dogs, it still suffers some ad
verse effects. Deer must spend a cer
tain amount of time each day forag
ing for food. Feeding time lost in 
eluding dogs reduces the deer's nu
tritional intake and results in a 
weaker animal. Also, studies in thc 
South have shown that pregnant does 
which become exhausted during the 
chase often abort their fawns later. 
Then too, deer can becomc over
heated during a chase. If they're 
forced into icy water by the dogs, 
severe shock can occur. 

In addition to livestock and wild
life damage, free-ranging dogs rcp
resent an ever-present link between 
rabies in wildlife and the human pop
ulation. Several years ago in Tennes
see a rabies outbreak reached near
epidemic proportions. A I tho ugh 
skunks and foxes were the primary 
carrier, free -ranging dogs which bc
came contaminated were also respon-

underbrush. The hunter threw his 
stand at the first animal but the sec
ond sank its fangs into the man's leg. 
Drawing his knife, the hunter drove 
it hilt-deep into the dog's side, killing 
the animal. The other dog retreated. 

South Carolina Wildlife published 
the following incident involving one 
of their conservation officers who was 
attacked by a pack of dogs which had 
been killing deer. "When I reached 
the creek there were six dogs swim
ming across," said the officer. "As the 
last one reached the opposite bank, 
I drew my sidearm and shot it. To my 
surprise, instead of fleeing, the re
maining five plunged back into the 
creek toward me. The creek is about 
25 feet wide and this gave me ample 
time to find safety up in a half-fallen 
water oak. From this position I 
killed two more of the dogs and the 
remaining three took to the bushes." 

The Kansas Department of Health 
has no record of any deaths or at
tacks by free -ranging dogs in the last 
12 years. However, I talked with an 
old trapper who had first-hand knowl
edge of such an incident. 'T d just 
finished running my trapline and had 
stopped for a smoke. Suddenly, I 
heard something crashing through 

This is NOT the way to get rid of an unwanted 
animal. Rather than merely dumping the 
dog, if you can't find a new home for the 
animal, take it to a veterinarian where for a 
small fee, the animal can be disposed of 
humanely. 

" the brush about 30 feet away. I 
~ grabbed my rifle and stood up. 
.~ Through the undergrowth I could see 
§ three big bluetick hounds. As soon as 
:.: they spotted me, they swerved and 

headed my way-snarling and growl
ing. I dropped the first dog with one 
shot and the second one went down 
only five or six feet from me. I didn't 

forcement officials are not empow
ered to shoot dogs which are killing 
or harassing wildlife but New York 
has a law which authorizes all law en
forcement personnel to shoot any dog 
which is harassing or killing deer. In 
Virginia, whcre a similar law prevails. 
as many as 40,000 stray dogs are 
killed annually. And Arkansas has a 
law stating that all dogs must be 
chained or penned during April, May 
and June-a period when young 
birds and animals are most suscep
tible to dog depredation. In Kansas, 
there is no statewide leash law and 
towns which do have such laws are 
often lax on enforcement. 

In the final analysis, it boils down 
to a matter of individual responsibil
ity. If you keep dogs fine. But keep 
them - either chained or penned 
Don't let them roam or hunt alone. 
Self hunting not only destroys early 
training, it can lead to trouble. 

The coyote is no saint-we're not 
saying that. But the coyote has been 
a natural predator within the ecosys
tem for many years and prey species 
have learned to deal with him . Free
ranging dogs on the other hand, are 
relatively new and unnatural preda
tors. And let's face it, evidence indi
cates that in many cases the little 
prairie wolf takes heat for depreda
tions actually caused by dogs. Keep 
this in mind and don't jump to con
clusions hy blaming coyotes the next 
time you spot a partially-eaten doe or 
a dead calf. The real villains might 
be free-ranging dogs-those killers 111 

disguise! 
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THE RUSTLING OF dead leaves 
and the scream of an early rising 

bluejay silenced most of the other 
woodland animals as two figures eased 
through the timber. The sun was 
coming up, but its rays wouldn't top 
the hills and penetrate the dense tree 
tops for several more hours. Sepa
rating, the two were soon invisible to 
each other, becoming only shifting 
shadows in the forest twilight. The 
absolute quiet of sleeping hardwoods 
returned to the 
spot. 

The smaller of 
the two people 
soon found what 
he was looking for, 
a huge Burr oak 
tree with a broad 
trunk to lean 
a g a ins t, and a 
moss-covered bit of 
ground at its base 

Manes 

to sit on. Turning his head through 
a 180 degree arc, he noted with satis
faction the other large oaks, a few 
shag-bark hickorys, scattered hack
berry and ash, and a single tall walnut 
tree. 

As his eyes ad
justed to the dim 
light, details be
gan to separate 
the m s e I v e s from 
the mottled back
ground. Half-way 
up a nearby oak 
the main trunk 
forked and in the 
crotch the dark 

Stiebben 

oval of a large hole was visible. The 

Fish and Game 

Squirrel hunting is avail
able to sportsmen through
out eastern and central 
Kansas but few hunters 
take advantage of the 
opportunity. 

ground under the walnut tree was 
littered with walnut shells, their 
freshly c~t surfaces showing white 
against the black-brown leaves. 

Small birds gradually resumed their 
interrupted activity; worrying at a 
loose bit of bark, turning their heads 

from side to side watching for an 
unsuspecting cricket or leaf-hopper. 
The lacy tip of a red oak twig fluttered 
down from the top of a tree fifty yards 
away, and the branch shook vigor
ously. As the reclining figure watched, 
a silhouetted form moved silently 

The daily bag limit of five squirrels with a possession limit of ten, allows plenty of 
delectable meat for the average family. 
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Sitting quietly beneath a tree, as Topeka 
game protector Bill Burlew and his son are 
doing here, is usually the best summer 
hunting method. 

down the branch to blend with the 
larger trunk of the tree. The sound 
of small, sharp teeth against the hard 
shell of an acorn drifted through the 
timber. 

Other sounds betrayed the presence 
of unseen animal life. Scurrying 
sounds Qn the forest Roor, and the 
swish of limbs as living weights trans
ferred themselves from one branch to 
another came from several directions. 
A leaf on a low stem of the walnut 
tree popped when hit by a falling 
piece of green-hulled walnut. 

Moving only .his eyes, the youth 
peered into the uppermost parts of 
the walnut tree. A Rickering tail gave 
away the location of a hiding fox 
squirrel. A quaking cluster of leaves 
identified another busy bushy tail, and 
a third hurled itself into the lower 
branches from an adjacent scrubby 
ash. 

Slowly the young hunter raised a 
.22 rifle to his shoulder. Looking over 
the sights he found one of the feed
ing animals perched on an exposed 
limb. The small front bead nestled 
into the rear notch as the slender 
barrel came into line with the motion
less target. At the sharp crack of the 
rifle the squirrel tumbled to the 
ground. The hunter sat quietly, mov
ing only enough to lower the riRe 
slightly. 

The report of his partner's 410 shot
gun, muffied by distance and dense 
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vegetation, proved that the other man 
was finding game in the wooded area 
he had selected. A second shot mo
ments later might have meant more 
meat in the pot, or a case of poor 
marksmanship. 

The instant quiet that followed the 
shots lasted only a few minutes. 
Squirrels were active in every part 
of the woods now, their raucous chat
ter cutting through the rain-like sound 
of falling twigs, bark, acorns, and bits 
of nuts. 

During the next half hour the small 
riRe cracked again, and then once 
more, and three fat young squirrels lay 
among the leaves and walnut hulls 
when the boy finally stood up. His 
sudden activity disturbed a red-

effort to shoot at the adventuresome 
critter, three would be enough. 

"Ready to go, son?" The quietly 
spoken words startled him slightly as 
he bent to pick up the last of his 
three bushy tails. Tucking the squir
rel into a light hunting vest, he 
nodded, and wondered if he would 
ever learn to move as quietly as his 
father. The older man leaned on the 
broad trunk of the Burr oak, a small 
grin on his face, with two fox squir
rels hanging from his left hand. To 
gether they headed for the car, and 
home. 

Hunting as depicted in the preced
ing paragraphs is readily available 
throughout eastern Kansas, and in 
much of central Kansas, but relatively 
few people take advantage of the op
portunity. In fact, of the state's six 
small game species, only prame 
chicken receives less hunting pressure. 

Although the fox squirrel is far 
more abundant and widespread in 
Kansas, gray squirrels offer some ex
tremely challenging sport in scattered 
area along the eastern border. They 
are also, according to some epicur
eans, somewhat better on the table 
than their red-coated cousins. 

The gray squirrel, and to a lesser 
extent the fox squirrel, has shown an 
occasional inclination to move out of 
an area from one year to the next. 
The mass exodus of virtually an entire 
population has caused a few hunters 
to shake their heads in disbelief when 
an extremely productive area turns 
up a complete blank the following 
year. Large emigrations normally fol
Iow a period of unusually high popu-

"Of the state's SIX small game species only prairie chickens 
receive less hunting pressure than squirrels./I 

headed woodpecker that had been 
pecking out burrowing insects a few 
feet above his head, and sent two 
surprised fox squirrels scurrying for 
the hollow trunk of an ancient oak. 

With delight and amusement he 
watched one of the squirrels pop from 
the hole, circle the bole of the tree 
at break-neck speed, pause to inspect 
the human below, and drop back into 
the hollow with a Rick of its rust
brown and gray tail. He made no 

lation and may be due to crowding or 
food shortage. Fortunately, hunters 
can frequently relocate the bushy tails 
within a mile or two, where ever a 
good crop of acorns, hickory nuts and 
walnuts is to be found. 

Gray squirrels in Kansas seem to 
prefer small bottomlands that are 
densely timbered with mature, old 
trees. Fox squirrels, on the other hand, 
can be found almost anywhere a few 
large trees grow, and occasionally 
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make their homes in abandoned farm 
buildings with little or no surround
ing timber. 

Naturally, the best numbers of 
squirrels are found in the most eastern 
counties, such as Miami, Linn, Bour
bon, Atchison and Woodson. Sur
prisingly, however, small game harvest 
surveys indicate that hunters have al
most as much luck in more westerly 
locations such as Sumner, Sedgwick, 
Harvey, Rice and Pawnee counties. 
Hedgerows and large stands of cot
tonwoods next to grain fields provide 
most of the habitat in central and 
western Kansas. 

Squirrel season is a lengthy affair, 
lasting from June 1 to December 31, 
which gives hunters the opportunity 
to hunt them under varying condi
tions. The liberal daily bag limit of 
5, and possession limit of 10, allows 
plenty of delectable meat for the 
average family. 

Summer hunting for Kansas bushy
tails can be frustrating, if not down
right irritating. Having tried val
iantly to contend with the ferocious 
attack of ticks, chiggers, and blood
thirsty mosquitos, most hunters resort 
to long-sleeved shirts and generous 
doses of insect repellent after their 
first or second experience. Suitable 
protection from the insects permits a 
man to tolerate the long periods of 
sitting quietly beneath a tree that 
produce the best results in summer 
hunting. Because of the dense leafy 
cover encountered in the hardwoods 
during the warm months, squirrels are 
extremely hard to see, except for an 
occasional fleeting glimpse, and a brisk 
walk through the timber usually 
doesn't produce anything but sweat. 

There are, however, advantages to 
summer hunting. With the exception 
of rabbits, which most hunters tend 
to avoid during the summer, bushy
tails are the only game animals offer
ing a chance to break up the pleasant 
monotony of several months of fish
ing. Also, a summer hu'nt usually 
produces a lot of young squirrels 
which are vastly superior to older 
ones when rolled in flour, salted and 
peppered, and fried in butter. 

Fish and Game 

Even so, fall and winter are the best 
times to pursue the lively limb leapers 
of the oak-hickory forest. Ahhh, win
ter. The trees have divested them
selves of their leafy camouflage and 
walking through the woods is a rare 
pleasure. At this time of year a hunter 
can ease along from tree-to-tree 
watching and listening for the tell
tale drop of an acorn or walnut, he can 
patrol a fruit-laden hedgerow, or 
guard against an early morning attack 
on a tree-bordered corn field. He can, 
if he happens to be a sort of lazy in
dividual, even revert to summer tac
tics and prop himself against a friendly 
tree. The latter, at worst, frequently 
results in a satisfying snooze, un
troubled by crawling, biting, stinging 
insects. 

Both rifles and shotguns are suitable 
for squirrel hunting, with the scatter
gun having a slight edge for summer 
hunting when shots are often at a 
rapidly disappearing target. Open 
sights, peep sights, and scope sighted 
22's are all effective, and the choice 
should depend on hunting conditions 
and the ability of the hunter. Open 
sights are probably somewhat better 
when hunting heavy cover or under 
poor -fight conditions, but a four or six 
power telescope eliminates the prob-

lem of bifocal wearers, and permits 
some really pin-point accuracy. 

Squirrels can be prepared for the 
table in an almost infinite number of 
ways. For young tender animals, fry
ing as described earlier is good and 
can be varied with deep-fat frying 
and the application of several sauces 
and batters. Squirrels of undeter
mined age are probably best prepared 
by slow cooking under 'cover, either 
baked or barbecued. Planking has 
been recommended for the occasion
ally encountered really ancient busy
tail. In this procedure, the squirrel is 
thoroughly cleaned, placed on a 
smooth, clean cedar shingle and 
cooked for several hours at low heat, 
basting constantly with a heavy wine 
sauce. When removed from the oven, 
the squirrel is discarded immediately 
and the shingle is served piping hot 
with the remainder of the heavy wine. 

Most cooks, however, recommend 
that old squirrels be pressure-cooked 
until the meat can be readily removed 
from the bone, and then incorporated 
into your personally preferred pot-pie 
recipe. The nice thing about all rec
ipes for squirrel is that each one 
requires you to first go out and get a 
mess of bushy tails. 

Giving the farmer a few plump, juicy squirrels can go a long way in maintaining good 
hunter-landowner relationships. 
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The Kansas Deer Permit Story By Ross Harrison 

11 BOUT 35 YEARS AGO deer were 
n considered extinct in this state by 
at least five wildlife authorities. To
day, everyone knows Kansas has nu
,merous whitetails and mule deer. 
Generaily unknown, however, is the 
ironic situation in 
which these deer 
exist. 

On one hand, 
they are so strongly 
thriving that if 
their numbers were 
not properly man
aged, they would 
be a severe men
ace to motorists 
and a costly nui
sance to farmers . 

Harrison 

On the other hand, if the legal hunt
ing of deer was not tightly managed, 
the deer numbers would take a sharp 
nose-dive and they would be hard 
pressed to come out of it. 

In either case, the firearms deer sea
son is the fulcrum of a properly man
aged deer population. 

That fulcrum is made up by the 
number of hunters and the type of 
season in any given year. It shifts 
back and forth to properly balance 
the deer population. On one side is 
the surplus for the hunters to harvest. 
Balanced on the other is the deer 
breeding stock-large enough to pro
duce a good surplus the following 
season, and small enough to keep to a 
tolerable level crop damage com
plaints and deer-vehicle accidents. 

Locating that fulcrum at the right 
spot, or arriving at the right number 
of deer permits to be issued is a 
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sticky business-especially when you 
consider it has to be done for 18 differ
ent firearm deer management units in 
Kansas . 

Every year after the Forestry, Fish 
and Game Commission announces the 
number of firearm deer permits avail
able and draws from a barrel of appli
cations the names of deer hunters who 
are lucky enough to receive a permit, 
there are many permit-denied, would
be deer hunters who want to know 

WHY HAVE I BEEN 
PASSED BY? Well, for those 60 
per cent this year and the 50 per cent 
last year, here's why: 

There just ain't enough deer to go 
around! 

That, sometimes, is hard to swallow 
-really hard to swallow for a permit
denied farmer who knows his acres 
each year produce deer, yet he can't 
hunt them. 

Let's look at these Kansas deer and 
deer hunters for the full picture. First 
a little scientific deer management 
with this fact kept in mind: The fire
arm deer management unit and the 
firearm deer hunter are the two most 
important concepts of Kansas deer 
management. 

The deer in Kansas do not com
prise a single herd. Instead, deer are 
scattered all over the state in random 
lots. So to manage them, biologists 
have divided the state into 18 deer 
management units, each with its own 
characteristics which affect its deer 
in a unique way. 

Some characteristics of a unit in
clude: The abundance, lack, or qual
ity of deer food and shelter; the 

number of deer; the number of people; 
the deer-vehicle collision rate; the type 
of farming; the attitudes of landown
ers about deer; the size of the unit; 
and whether mule deer or whitetails 
predominate-to name the important 
ones. 

Because of all these variables, each 
unit is quite different from the others. 
And each characteristic of each unit 
has to be considered by biologists in 
determining the proper number of 
deer which can be safely harvested by 
firearm hunters. (The number of arch
ery deer hunters is not limited due to 
their low numbers and low success 
rate . ) 

The story of managing deer can be 
told better by comparing two ex
tremely different management units 
and picking out some of these con
siderations. There are no areas more 
dissimilar than the High Plains Unit 
of northwestern Kansas and the Osage 
Prairie Unit of eastern Kansas. 

The High Plains Unit, wetted an
nually by about 18 inches of precipita
tion, is chiefly wheat farms and cattle 
grazing, with a few brushy draws and 
wooded streams. Osage Prairie, which 
collects up to 40 inches of annual 
precipitation, is typed by lush corn, 
soybeans, sorghum and hay crops, 
with frequent and substantial wood
lots . Eastern rivers are lined with 
much wider bands of heavier timber. 

Mule deer abound in the High 
Plains area. Whitetails are the deer 
of Osage Prairie. 

It is hard to believe that two species 
of deer so similar in appearance can 
make such a difference in deer man-
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agement. But, studies bear out quite 
startling differences between muleys 
and whitetails, a major one being that 
mule deer have a lower reproductive 
rate than whitetails. 

and the whitetail are two different 
animals. 

They evolved differently in different 
habitats. Speculating on the differ
ences in the genetics of the two, deer 
biologists theorize the more western 
and perilous habitat of the muley 
tended to keep the younger does from 
producing. At least the perils of 
large predators, severe winters, dry 

compared to the whitetail hunters' suc
cess rate of 15 per cent in the Osage 
Prairie Unit demonstrates this well. 

Muleys aren't really any dumber 
than whitetails, as many hunters think. 
Their habitat, comparatively void of 
expanses of heavy brush and timber, 
makes them more vulnerable to the 
gun. Where many Osage Prairie 
whitetails can run for miles and re-

An average of at least one out of 
two female whitetail fawns in Kansas, 
born in June, will breed in the fall at 
only seven to eight months old. Many 
of these will successfully raise a fawn 
the following spring. Studies in north
west Kansas show less than one out of 
six mule deer breed and bear young 
during their first year of life. Year
and-a-half-old whitetails keep that 
gap spreading by out-producing year
ling muleys at least 50 per cent. 

If illegal hunting of deer was not tightly managed, the deer 
population could suffer drastically. 

Older muley and whitetail does pro
duce about the same number of young 
per doe, but the head start of the 
whitetails means the muleys could 
never make up for the original differ
ence in production. 

Right away it is obvious muleys are 
at a disadvantage and can not stand 
the hunting pressure which whitetails 
support for the simple reason that 
they can't replace themselves as fast. 

Why? For starters, the mule deer 

summers and limited food supplies, 
held reproduction of the mammal to 
a point where the mother could get 
a foot hold on life before she was 
saddled by her young. 

Kansas mule deer have one of the 
highest rates of reproduction than 
muleys anywhere else in the country. 
Still, they don't match up to the white
tail. 

Another disadvantage of the mule 
deer is that he's easier to hunt than 
the whitetail. In a bucks only season 
the mule deer hunters' success rate of 
55 per cent in the High Plains Unit, 

Commission biologists feel the total harvest of deer in Kansas will stay about the same 
as shown in 1971 and 1970. However, the number of deer harvested from each unit 
may vary widely, depending on the management needs of that particular area. 
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main in the thick of cover, most High 
Plains mule deer would be standing 
on open ground, nakedly exposed to 
a hunter after a 200-yard sprint in any 
direction, starting from the heart of 
a western Kansas wooded ravine. 

Also, the terrain of western Kansas 
affords easy vehicular access for the 
hunter, where access to eastern white
tails is reduced because of more fenc
ing, smaller farms and more land
owner control. 

Put together, muleys have a lower 
rate of production; they are more vul
nerable to the gun; and hunters can 
get at them easier than whitetails. 
Small wonder why permits to hunt 
them are sparingly issued. The total 
area of the four western units entails 
about one-third of the total state area, 
yet less than one-tenth of the state's 
deer permits are issued there. 

This year, 324 High Plains Unit 
landowners or tenants competed for 
125 available firearm deer permits. 
Sixty per cent failed to get their per
mit. In the same zone, 420 general 
residents applied for the other 125 
permits for an even higher rejection 
rate of 70 per cent. 

In the Osage Prairie Unit, so few 
landowners or tenants applied for fire
arm deer permits that all of them re
ceived their permits, and there were 
even 500 permits left over to add to 
the general residents quota! The gen
eral residents just barely filled their 
quota and tallied a low rejection rate 
of less than 10 percent. 

These figures show a more intense 
interest by hunters to hunt mule deer 
in western Kansas, rather than the 
whitetails in the east. And in such 
a case, there's always going to be an 
disproportionate number of dissatis
fied hunters in the west. 
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FIREARMS DEER UNITS 
hunter success of 56 per cent to a 
success of only 38 per cent in 1967. 
And each year the percentage of non
trophy yearling bucks in that harvest 
was higher than the year before. 

HIGH PLAINS 
250 Permits 

SMOKY HILL 
150 Permits 

WEST ARKANSAS 
200 Permits 

CIMARRON 
100 Permils 150 Permits 

A fallacy believed by some western 
Kansas landowners should be laid to 
rest here: Competition for firearm 
deer permits in the pressured western 
units is not due to Kansas City, To
peka, or Wichita hunters. An exten
sive survey by the Forestry, Fish and 
Game Commission has shown 80 to 
85 per cent of the Kansas deer hunters 
hunt in the zone where they reside. 
And, many of those who don't, hunt in 
a zone that borders the one in which 
they reside. 

Hunting pressure in western zones 
is due to the local hunters who prob
ably because of their more rural tra
dition are more likely to hunt deer 
and are better at it. 

So you can see why deer manage
ment can become a sticky business. 
Bill Peabody, deer biologist for the 
Commission, has a tough job in keep
ing the business from getting any 
stickier. 

In the deer hunting trouble spot of 
Kansas-the High Plains Unit-where 
prospective hunters outnumber per
mits about three to one, Peabody has 
found a combination of several deer 
management techniques works best: 
A staggered schedule of "antlered 
bucks only" and "any deer" seasons, 
with a Ructuating permit quota, de
pending on the type of season and the 
population deer. 

72 

125 Permits 

OSAGE 

PRAIRIE 
2,300 Permits 

Peabody relates a little history of 
High Plains Unit deer hunting: "Dur
ing the 1965 through 1967 bucks only 
season, each year 400 permits were 
available. But each year, the harvest 
of bucks declined from an original 

"In other words, three straight years 
of strong, bucks only hunting resulted 
in a steady decline in bucks bagged, 
and of those that were bagged in 
1967 more than 80 per cent were 
yearlings with only a pair of forked 
antlers for trophies. 

"In 1968 the permit quota was cut 
from 400 to 100 bucks only. Success 
of the hunters, of course, boomed with 
so few hunters in the field. The lower 
number of bucks taken gave another 
year to those bucks that would have 
been harvested to put on a larger 
trophy rack and a few more pounds. 
The cut back also allowed the total 
herd to regain stronger numbers," 
said Peabody. 

"With a newly built population and 
more trophy bucks available, the 1969 
season was set with bucks only the 
first four days and any deer pro
vision the last day. The 1969 harvest 
was high and many trophies were 
taken. Since then, the 1970 and 1971 

Each year, hundreds of "woman" hours are spent in processing applications and permits 
for Kansas deer hunters. 
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seasons both included 400 permits, 
any deer on the first two days and 
bucks only the remaining three days. 
This year, however, it was necessary 
to go to a strict bucks only season 
and reduce the permit quota to 250 
in the High Plains Unit. Again, this 
will provide for an excellent 1973 sea
son with many more good seasons to 
come. 

And so it will continue in the future, 
according to the biologist. The varied 
types of seasons and varied permit 
quotas will allow more deer and bet
ter deer to be taken in the long run 
in the High Plains Unit. 

Other units, faced with their own 
particular situations probably will find 
their quotas and season type change 
as years come. 

On the point of allocating the lim
ited number of permits to hunters, 
Pea body has strong feelings. 

"With our present system of issuing 
permits, everything is based on one 
of the fairest principals going-luck. 
Where competition is keen for a small 
number of permits, you just have to 
be lucky to hunt deer. If you're not, 
you just have to keep applying each 
year." 

"Alternative methods to our system 
are unworkable at present. For ex
ample, it has been discussed that we 
guarantee a firearm permit for the 
following year to a person who is re
jected the year before. There's no 
way this would help the High Plains 
situation where more permits appli
cations are rejected than there would 
be permits available the next year. 

In 1971, 620 High Plains hunters 
were denied permits. This year only 
250 permits were available in that 
unit. If those 1971 rejectees would be 
given 1972 permits, the High Plains 
quota would be filled more than two 
times-even before anyone el~e could 
apply. What would actually happen 
in that unit is that some hunters 
would be rejected two years in a row 
and som€) even three years. 

"Or, if we said that once a person 
bagged his deer, he couldQ't apply 
for another permit for two · or three 
years, another bad situation would 
exist. This system would encourage 
hunters not to report their kill and 
not to provide the Commission with 
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age and sex information necessary to 
establish the next season. 

"All considered, luck is the fairest 
alternative." Fortunately, once the 
cards are on the table, good deer 
management is as logical as it is sci
entific. 

While biologists avoid the use of 
statewide deer population estimates, 

creased use of Hood and drainage con
trol areas and the resulting timber 
stands; and strategically applied hunt
ing are cited as the major reasons. 

With the number of available per
mits in Kansas more than doubled 
since the 1965 opener and the season 
length increased from five to nine 
days in most of the state, it would 

And if a deer hunter is fortunate enough to get his permit, he may be lucky enough to 
bag a fine buck like this one. 

claiming they are difficult to back up 
with precise figures, these estimates 
do provide a handle to the recent 
success story of Kansas deer. 

Starting in 1935 with virtually no 
deer, to the first legal season in 1965 
with roughly 15,000 deer, then to this 
fall with close to 30,000 deer, the story 
is phenomonaI. 

Biologists, howe v e r, emphasize 
something of more importance-that 
deer numbers have just about doubled 
in the last seven years, even while a 
managed hunting press,l.lre has in
creased and 17,000 deer have been 
harvested. Peabody says there's no 
doubt that there are more deer in 
Kansas today and in better condition 
than when Whitemen first settled Kan
sas. Modern farming practices; in-

seem Kansas deer hunters were get
ting plenty of a good thing. 

But, encouraged by prospects of 
better deer hunting, more and more 
hunters have competed for the limited 
number of deer permits. And in the 
last two years alone, 55 per cent of 
those hunters who applied for permits 
were rejected. That comes to 25 per 
cent more than were rejected during 
the first six years of the legal deer 
hunt. 

And so it foI.lows. Biologists con
duct their studies and set a limit on 
the number of deer that can be shot 
-not on the basis of how many 
hunters would like to shoot deer, but 
on the basis of how many deer can 
be safely harvested-to the benefit of 
the hunter, the habitat, the farmer, 
the motorists and of course. the deer. 
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Kansas Fish " Game Interview -

NOTE: In the past few years, bowhunting for deer has become a big 
sport in Kansas. Each fall finds several thousand arch~rs afield trying 
to harvest a trophy. In an attempt to provide information for aspiring 
or beginning deer hunters, Editor Vic McLeran talked with three of 
the state's most successful archers. Chuck Gibbs, electrical contractor 
from Great Bend, is currently Vice-President of Hunting for the Kansas 
State Archery Association. A member of both the Professional Bow
hunters Association and the National Field Archery Association, Gibbs 
has completed the Kansas Association's Master Bowhunting program 
twice. He has taken four whitetails in Kansas and one mule deer in 
Colorado. Pete McBee, Utica rancher, was the 1967 state champion 
class C Bowhunter. In 1968, McBee was the state indoor champion in 
class B. While hunting Ness County in 1969, McBee took a non-typical 
18 point mule deer which scored 170 and Ys points in Pope and Young. 
Two years later, he harvested a 12 point typical muley which Pope 
and Young awarded 148 and % points. Ray Mosher, owner of a 
Frankfort welding and machine shop, has taken six whitetail bucks 
with the arrow. In 1966, he shot a 12 point 310 pound whitetail which 
went 176 and % in Pope and Young. During the 1970 season, Mosher 
killed a 220 pound buck near Frankfort. The experience, ideas and 
tactics of these three successful bowhunters should prove interesting to 
Kansas archers. 

KF&G: Let's start off with equip
rnent-what kind do you men use 
when bowhunting for deer? 
GIBBS : I use two bows ; a 55 pound 
Bear take-down and a Jennings Com
pound Bow which is set for 65 
pounds. I like Bear COllverta-point 
arrows with the four l,lade tip. T 
mount quivers on mv hunting hows. 
I also use how socks and string silenc
ers when hunting deer. 

GIBBS: "Th e biggest mistake most hunters 
make [chen tracking u;ollllded deer is in leav
ing their stand too soo n after the animal is 
hit." 

14 

McBEE: I go with a 60" Bear Ko
cliac 42 pound pull and Bear magnum 
arrows with the Bear razorheads. I 
also usc a Bear how quiver. 
\10SHEH: I've heen using thc Ben 
Pearson 60" M1lstang with a 44 
pound pull. In arrows , I like the 
\1icro Flight fiherglass jobs with a 
Ben Pearson dead head , and a how 
quiver. 

McBEE: "To become a su ccessful deer 
hunter, archers must first select the proper 
equipment. Th en too, plenty of pre-season 
practice is important." 

KF&G: What do you feel is the best 
bow draw weight for a beginner who 
wants to go after deer? 
GIBBS : The most common mistake a 
heginner makes is buying a bow 
which is diffi cult for him to handle 
effectively. I'd suggest he buy his 
bow from a dealer that is familiar 
with the requirements necessary to 
obtain maximum performance from 
equipment. By and large, the begin
ner should start with a how in the 
40 pound weight area. 
McBEE: I'd have to sugges t the h e
ginner go with a bow hetween 35 
and 45 pounds. But I'd caution any
one about going lower than 35 
pounds. 
MOSHEH : This depends on the indi
vidual's size and strength but gen
erall y speaking. I'd recommend some
thing in the 40 to 45 pound class. 

KF&G: What type of material do you 
think makes the best arrow for deer 
hunting? 
GIBBS: My preference is for the 
aluminum arrows. Wood has a tend
ency to warp in damp weather. Also, 
they hold moisture and this can cause 
the weight of the arrow to change 
and result in undershooting. Fiber
glass arrows are durable and many 
archers prefer them over aluminum 
since they take rough treatment with
out bending like aluminum. 

MOSHER: "Th e good archer gets out on 
scouting trips early in the fall to locate 
prime deer territory. In fact, he should 
spend as much time scouting as hunting." 
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ing due to my work and the advan
tage of daylight for tracking wounded 
deer. 

KF&G: Do you use a tree blind and 
if so, what do you feel are some of 
the requirements for a good blind? 
GIBBS: Yes, I use a tree blind. 
Hunters should remember that a 
good blind is one which is con
structed in mid-August. It should be 
placed in well-traveled deer area, and 
should be made of old lumber or 
natural materials . New lumber is out, 
since it both looks and smells new. 
The blind should be placed about 
eight feet above the ground, making 
sure it's above the deer's line of sight. 
In hilly terrain, the blind might have 
to be placed a little higher. The plat
form should be about 24 to 30 inches 
square and anchored solidly to the 
tree. I normally build mine in the 
fork of a tree. I also cover the bot
tom of the platform with limbs and 
leaves and cover the top with carpet. 
I also like to add a comfortable seat. 
It should be as comfortable as is prac
tical. You can't afford to be changing 
into a comfortable position every five 
minutes. 
McBEE: I use a tree blind and feel 
they are essential when bowhunting 
for deer. I build mine a little higher 
than Chuck-anywhere from 12 to 18 
feet. I select a tree which is situated 
near deer's feeding trails and feeding 
areas. The tree should be large 
enough to support the blind comfort
ably and should contain enough foli
age to conceal the blind. 
MOSHER:. I used to hunt from tree 
blinds but for the past three years I 
have simply taken a stand in a con
cealed position. When I have used 
tree stands, I selected a large tree on 
or near well-used deer trails. I think 
large trees make the best stands since 
they offer more concealment and bet
ter shooting positions than small trees . 

KF&G: What is your opinion of the 
commercial scents now on the market? 
GIBBS: Commercial scents are good. 
I don't know if they actually help 
attract bucks, but they do cover the 
human odor. When deer hunting in 
Kansas, I think the smell of crude oil 
is just about as good as anything 
since it's something the deer are ae-
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customed to smelling and it doesn't 
seem to cause alarm. Shaving lotions 
and body deodorants are out since 
they probably smell to a deer like a 
skunk smells to us. Buck lure usually 
works best once the deer have en
tered the rutting season. And I think 
it's best to select a lure which con
tains musk from the doe. 
McBEE : I think the commercial 
scents are alright. Actually, anything 
that acts to disguise the human odor 
will help. 
MOSHER : I believe scents help to 
stop deer. Although I have used 
them in the past, I don't use them all 
the time. I suspect they might prove 
advantageous for the beginner. 

KF&G: How soon do you start track
ing an animal which you've wounded 
but not killed outright? Do you start 
tracking immediately or do you wait 
awhile? 
GIBBS : It's always been my feeling 
that all the preparations which go 
into deer hunting are wasted if the 
hunter jumps down from his stand 
and immediately starts tracking his 
animal. I always wait a minimum of 
15 minutes when I make a good hit. 
If I'm in doubt as to the location of 
the arrow, I wait a full hour. 
McBEE: I usually wait about one to 
one and a half hours depending on 
the location of the hit. I have been 
very fortunate on the two big bucks 
I have taken. One went down about 
30 yards on a lung shot and the other 
dropped in its tracks from a spine 
shot. I feel that a wounded animal 
which doesn't go down in sight should 
be given plenty of time to bleed out. 
MOSHER: As far as I'm concerned, 
this depends on the type of wound. 
When you've made a hit, fix the 
deer's location in your mind and look 
for your arrow along the animal's 
line of flight. If the arrow hasn't 
penetrated too deeply, it might be 
found broken off within the first 20 to 
40 yards, provided it's a wooden ar
row. If the arrow is found , notice 
the length and color of the hair on 
the shaft. Short hair means a leg 
wound, long for body, white for 
rump or belly. If you make a leg hit, 
follow the deer at once and keep him 
bleeding. As he loses blood, he will 

run a shorter distance each time. A 
steady trail of blood or frothy blood 
usually means a lung or kidney hit . 
If this happens, wait for ten to fifteen 
minutes then follow. Dark blood and 
bits of greenery on the shaft indi
cates a stomach wound. In this case 
leave the deer alone for four or fivc 
hours in cold weather and six to eight 
hours in hot weather. You will often 
find the deer within 200 yards of 
where you hit him. If the deer is fol
lowed too soon, after being hit, he 
will leave the country. If you make 
a heart hit, the deer will usually dash 
off madly and drop within 100 to 150 
yards. 

KF &G: Where do most hunters make 
their mistake in tracking wounded 
deer? 
GIBBS : I think the biggest mistake 
a hunter makes in tracking wounded 
deer is leaving his stand too soon 
after making a hit. An arrow kills 
by hemorrhage and this takes time
anywhere from ten minutes to eight 
hours. A hit in the heart lung area 
will be fatal in a very short time but 
the gut shot anim~l will take eight 
hours in hot weather. If you see the 
arrow hit the animal you can often 
judge the waiting time by that. If 
not, wait a minimum of one hour be
fore tracking. Examine the site for 
hair and blood. Try and find the 
arrow, then examine it looking for 
hair clippings and the color of the 
blood. Begin your tracking and if 
you don't find blood for the first hun
dred yards don't think too much 
about it. Some high shoulder hits 
don't leave blood for several hundred 
yards. If you lose the trail, mark the 
last spot and go get help. An experi
enced bowhunter is always happy to 
help recover another's deer. Most of 
all, for the beginner, wait for a full 
hour before tracking your deer. The 
only exception is after a rain . Since 
rain w:!shes out sign, you'll have to 
get right after a deer that is hit dur
ing or right before a rain storm. 
McBEE: Starting too soon is prob
ably the most common mistake made 
in tracking wounded deer. This is 
especially true when the hunter isn't 
sure of his hit location. When the 
animal is hit in a poor location, it can 
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McBEE: I feel that aluminum and 
glass are the best since they have a 
flatter trajectory and last longer than 
wooden arrows. 
MOSHER: I'll have to go with the 
fiberglass arrows. 

KF&G: What type of clothing do you 
wear when deer hunting? 
GIBBS: Camouflage suits are a must! 
If you hunt from a tree stand the 
cotton coverall camouflage suits are 
fine. When stalking deer however, 
wool is best since it's quieter than 
cotton. The only drawback with wool 
is that it is hot during the early part 
of the season. Regardless of the type 
of clothing and footwear worn, it 
should fit well and be comfortable 
since you sometimes spend long pe
riods of time motionless. 
McBEE: When hunting, I wear reg
ular work clothes under a cotton cam
ouflage suit. I think it's a good idea 
to buy the camouflage suit a size or 
two larger to allow for extra clothing 
under it. 
MOSHER: I use a full camouflage 
suit of cotton. I've never tried wool 
but assume it would be quieter than 
cotton because of its softness. 

KF&G: How do you feel about hunt· 
ing with a sight on your bow? Would 
you recommend it to a beginner? 
GIBBS: I personally don't use a 
sight on my bow since I am a com
bination instinct-gap shooter. How
ever, I hunt with bowhunters that 
use the sight and they highly recom
mend its use. The only drawback to 
the sight is the fact that you have to 
do exactly the same thing each time 
you shoot the bow in order to achieve 
consistent results. By this, I mean 
you must draw the bow the same 
length each time, place the knock 
end of the arrow on the same place 
on the string, anchor the release hand 
in the same place each time-all this 
after determining the deer is exactly 
25 yards away from you. The sight 
also reduces a hunter's chance for 
making a quick shot in heavy brush. 
For those who know how to use them, 
they are deadly but for the novice 
bowhunter, sights are quite a burden. 
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McBEE: I don't use a sight on my 
bow. When sight shooting, you can 
set the sights for exact distances to 
the target. However, when a deer 
pops up, and you're sitting in a blind, 
you won't always know what the 
exact distince is from you to the deer. 
To me, that's a handicap. 
MOSHER: Although I have a sight, 
I prefer to hunt without one. I can't 
see where the sight has an advantage 
over instinct shooting especially at 
close ranges where the exact distance 
isn't known. 

KF&G: Would you recommend the 
use of a sight to a beginner? 
r:TBBS: Not really, for the reasons 
I've mentioned earlier. 
McBEE: No, I think a beginner 
should learn how to shoot instinc
tively or work out some type of 
method. This enables him to aim for 
himself without relying on a sight. 
If he prefers, he can always go to a 
sight later. 
MOSHER: I wouldn't recommend a 
~ight unless the beginner is unable to 
attain accuracy without it. 

KF&G: Are you an instinct or method 
shooter and is there any type of 
method which you would recommend 
to the beginner? 
GIBBS: As I mentioned earlier, I'm 
a combination instinctive and gap 
shooter. I shoot instinctively at any
thing up to about 45 yards. Beyond 
that distance, I gap shoot. I'd rec
ommend the beginner learn to gap 
shoot. This method is explained in 
archery magazines and books on bow
hunting. Even better, I'd recommend 
beginning shooters join a local arch
ery club where they can obtain first 
hand instructions. 
McBEE: I'm a method shooter and 
would recommend it to the beginner. 
He should locate a good anchor point 
when the bow is at full draw. This 
can be done by pulling the bowstring 
to the same spot on cheek or jaw 
each time he shoots. 
MOSHER: I use the instinct method 
and would recommend it to begin
ners. 

KF&G: Do you prefer still hunting or 
stalking? 
GIBBS: In Kansas, I prefer still hunt
ing from the tree stand. However, I 
stalk when hunting the draws and 
creek beds of western Kansas and Col
orado. Generally speaking, I've found 
the tree stand best for whitetail and 
stalking best for mule deer since 
they're often found in open country. 
McBEE: I definitely prefer still hunt
ing. I have found that in the areas 
I hunt, it is almost impossible to stalk. 
Then too, still hunting is much more 
fun and exciting to me. 
MOSHER: I use both methods but 
have had my best results still hunting. 

KF&G: It there any certain time of 
day which you've found best for deer 
hunting? 
GIBBS: Between sunrise and 10 a. m. 
seems to be the best time for me. 
I also see quite a few deer in the 
last hour of daylight but I've become 
very reluctant about hunting during 
this time of day because of approach
ing darkness. There's always the pos
sibility of wounding a deer and then 
losing him in the dark. I personally 
feel that a shot shouldn't be at
tempted in the evening unless the 
deer is within 20 yards. I have found 
that deer wounded in the morning 
will have a tendency to lay down in 
cover in an attempt to avoid detec
tion. I also think they lay down 
quicker and stay longer in daylight 
than in the darkness. I've always 
thought that deer feel safer in the 
dark and will get up to move out 
ahead of a tracking hunter. Always 
keep in mind that tracking is difficult 
in daylight and almost impossible in 
the dark. Then too, the hunter 
doesn't have a chance for another 
shot if the deer leaves cover in front 
of him. As advice for the beginner, 
I'd say, hunt the morning period, you 
have a far greater chance ·of recover
ing your deer since the animal's nat
ural instincts plus tracking conditions 
are working in your favor. 
McBEE: I'd have to agree with 
Chuck although I hunt both periods. 
In fact, all three of my big muleys 
have been killed during the evening 
period. 
MOSHER: I prefer morning hunt-
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often be spooked and eventually run 
clear out of the country where it will 
never be found. On the other hand, 
if the hunter gives the deer ample 
time to lay down and bleed, the ani
mal can eventually be found. 
MOSHER: I'll have to go along with 
Chuck and Pete. Most hunters sim
ply don't wait long enough before 
starting their tracking. Then too, 
many hunters don't spend enough 
time in tracking their deer. They just 
give up too easily. 

KF &G: When scouting the terrain 
for prime deer territory, what exactly 
do you look for? 
GIBBS: Good deer country would 
have to be defined as that which pro
vides shelter and food with the avail
ability of water. In Kansas this means 
the majority of our deer are located 
in or around the major watershed 
areas, along creeks or rivers or near 
isolated ponds and lakes. Most of 
these areas have timber with agricul
tural crops nearby. However, deer 
can live on browse alone so they can 
be found in the middle of a large 
weed-filled draw or in the middle of 
a large stand of brush and timber. 
One item they must have is water. 
When scouting for an area to hunt 
theck the water holes first. This will 
tell you if there are deer in the area. 
Then you can backtrack to a good 
hunting spot and get permission to 
hunt the area. 
McBEE: I scout an area looking for 
good deer trails, feeding areas and 
water holes. I also look for buck 
rubs, scrapes and deer tracks. Good 
feeding areas such as clover, alfalfa 
fields, wheat fields with an abun
dance of cover along with plenty of 
fresh deer tracks make good deer 
country. If you can find all of these 
signs, the deer are close by. 
MOSHER: In my area, the best deer 
cover is found in the timber along 
streams, creeks, and rivers. I start 
scouting early in the fall. ,In fact, I 
spend as much time locating concen
trations of deer as I do actually hunt
ing. These pre-season scouting trips 
are a must for continued success as 
far as I'm concerned. 
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KF &G: How do you feel about the 
charge that archers are nothing but 
butchers with bows since many deer 
are wounded and lost each year? 
GIBBS: It's just a charge the same as 
any charge made against sports which 
involve the taking of wildlife. Most 
of these charges are made by people 
interested in stopping all hunting by 
any method. They should consider 
the possibility of wildlife loss by over
population and disease. This could 
happen if some of the game wasn't 
harvested. Draining swamps and cut
ting timber is far more destructive 
to wildlife than hunting. But you 
don't read too many stories entitled 
"Butchers with Bulldozers" or "Kill
ers with Chainsaws." 

ner refrain from taking shots at gamc 
which is more than 30 yards from his 
position. 
McBEE: I'd suggest that beginners 
stay within 15 to 25 yards and even 
for experienced bowhunters, nothing 
over 40 yards. 
MOSHER: I think this depends on 
the individual archer's accuracy and 
his equipment. Most of my kills have 
been made at 70 feet or less . I feel 
that if we would keep our shots 
under 100 feet, we'd have fewer 
wounded deer. 

KF&G: In conclusion, what do you 
feel is the most important factor in 
becoming a successful deer hunter? 
GIBBS: To be a success at anything 

Plenty of pre-season target practice, locating 
strategic stands within good deer territory and 
familiarity with your equipment are all essential 
in bagging a trophy buck. 

McBEE: I feel this charge is made 
by those who do not know the effect 
of proper bow hunting equipment. 
The large amount of deer which are 
lost is caused by improper equip
ment, careless hunting and even by 
giving up too soon when tracking a 
wounded animal. I also know a large 
number of gun shot deer are never 
recovered. A true, well-equipped 
archer is just as deadly on deer as 
any gun hunter. 
MOSHER: I don't go along with this 
charge. Arrow wounds are clean 
wounds and many of the deer which 
are wounded do not die. I feel that 
some wounded deer pull out a fiber
glass or aluminum arrow and survive. 

KF&G: At what distance do you 
make most of your kil:Is on deer and 
what do you feel is the maximum dis
tance from which an archer should 
attempt a shot at a deer? 
GIBBS: I have killed deer from 
seven to 70 yards with the average 
shot about 30 yards. The maximum 
yardage should be determined by the 
capabilities of the individual archer. 
Anyone who hunts with a bow should 
know his or her limitations and ad
here to them. For all practical pur
poses I would suggest that the begin-

takes work and bowhunting is hard 
work. It takes practice, patience, and 
study. In a nutshell, it take a respon
sible individual. There is no one fac
tor that could be considered all' im
portant. Choice of equipment, target 
practice, location of a hunting area, 
pre-season scouting, trailing and re
covery-all are part of becoming a 
successful deer hunter. 
McBEE: To become a successful 
deer hunter, archers must first select 
good equipment, loeate a good area 
and above all, have patience. After 
a hunter has located a good area and 
constructed a good blind he should 
stick with it. I've spent as long as 
four hours in tree blinds without get
ting a shot. If you've selected a good 
area and constructed your blind prop
erly, the deer will show up, sooner or 
later. 
MOSHER: Locating really good deer 
stands is one of the most important 
points to make. Also, I'd recommend 
that the hunter have several blinds or 
stands to hunt from so he can take 
advantage of changes in wind direc
tion. Also, I don't think we can over
emphasize practice - the hunter 
should get plenty of pre-season target 
practice. 
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To better understand 

wildlife, learn to read 

WE WERE HUNTING near Hope 
when the tracks suddenly halted. 

What had that pheasant done? 
There was nothing around us in the 

snow-covered green wheat field but 
bright sun and a 
north wind's knives 
slashing our 
cheeks. 

He must have 
taken off. We 
looked closer. 

That last set of 
tracks was deeper, 
where the ringneck 
had poised to 
spring. There were 

Scott 

wing marks in the snow, like those 
made by a whiskbroom. He had 
flown, but where? 

Those tracks pointed toward an old 
ragweed patch. We stalked down
wind, my buddy swinging north to 
cut off escape. 
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By Bill Scott 

WHAP AP ap ap ap! thundered the 
wing drumbeats. 

Puh-POW! as gun barks blended. 
Roast China bird never tasted bet

ter. 
Knowing what tracks are made by 

which animals, going where, and do
ing what are of practical value for 
the hunter. That pheasant baking 
in the oven attests to that. 

And the tracking adventure plunges 
one into the pulsating heartbeat of the 
wild. The souls of Daniel Boone, Kit 
Carson, and Jim Bridger. 

The very best media for footprint 
study, according to Joseph J. Shomon, 
Director of the Nature Center Plan
ning Division, National Audubon So
ciety, is soft mud or fine moist sand. 
Studying ditches, washed sandy or 
muddy places from field, sand bars 
and gully washes are all good bets. 
Freshly worked fields and soft earth 
are limited in usefulness primarily to 

the larger mammals, like deer and 
cougar. 

Snow makes tracking dramatically 
quick and easy. Many sportsmen say 
after a snow is the best track in' time. 
And it is true that you can often track 
more quickly and at a longer distance 
after a snow than at any other time. 
But snow departs quickly, like Frosty 
the Snowman. And as it melts, the 
structure of the track is changed. A 
track blasted by a warm sun is soon 
enlarged and distorted, as Olaus Mu
rie, now deceased president of the 
Wilderness Society, observes in his 
book, A Field Guide to Animal Tracks. 

Nothing substitutes for actual ex
perience in reading tracks. If you are 
fortunate enough to know a good 
tracker, make him a friend! Pet his 
dog. Rake his leaves. Invite him duck 
hunting. For as helpful as book draw
ings are, expertly guided experience 
is even better! 

Now let's look at some books written 
by animal authors. 

COTTONTAIL RABBIT 
Tracks of this well-known animal author can be found 
in feed fields, pastures, ditches, around ponds, and even 
in your own backyard or schoolyard. Look for cotton
tail tracks after a night snowfall. 

BLACK-TAILED JACKRABBIT 
Autographs of this long-eared speedster and his country 
cousin, the cottontail, are very similar. The hind feet 
ahead of the-front feet in normal strides, because rabbits 
are primarily hoppers. Other jackrabbit signs are shrubs 
and weeds snipped off in a slant-cut effect. 

SQUIRREL 
A tree-climbing rodent, the squirrel has a tendency to 
keep forefeet parallel. Hind feet are five-toed, front feet 
have four. Leaps vary from eight to 30 inches. 
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REDFOX 
Red foxes are increasingly common in the eastern half of 
the state. Murie describes the track as a "dainty straight 
line." The width of the trail is usually not more than 
3)~ inches wide, while the coyote's trail is from four to 
six inches in width. Also, the sprawl of the front foot
print is tightened to the narrower, more pointed hind 
footprint. 

BEAVER 
You can easily spot if there's a buck-toothed beaver in 
the neighborhood. He leaves a huge hind footprint, often 
six to seven inches long. In comparison, the black 
bear's is eight inches. The beaver is always close to 
water, and his tail leaves a drag mark between his 
footprints. The front track shows five toes, while the 
webbed hind foot reveals six toes. 

MINK 
Ever seen a "ball" floating down the stream? Next time, 
look closer. It may be a rolled-up mink in the midst 
of a siesta. A tough little character, he often attacks 
animals larger than himself. Licking one's weight in 
mink would challenge Tarzan! 

The sought-after prize of trappers, the mink is largely 
nocturnal, only occasionally venturing out during the day. 
He has a strong play instinct, pushing himself belly for
ward in the snow and even coasting down a slope. 

Mink tracks on mud and sand measure B~ to HI inches 
wide. In snow, tracks may be as much as 2)f inches. 
Length of stride varies from 2)4 inches in mud to 3)~ 
inches in snow. 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
The whitetail is so named from its habit of erecting its 
white tail when fleeing. It resembles a surrendering 
white flag, and for that reason is sometimes called 
"flagtail." The tracks of the white-tail and mule deer 
are often "too close to call," like the Kennedy-Nixon 
election returns. However, there is one conspicuous 
difference between the running track of the muley and 
the whitetail. Murie writes, "In galloping, the whit'etail 
uses the 'rocking horse' gait so common among large 
animals, in which the hind feet swing far ahead of the 
front foot tracks.-The mule deer, on the other hand, 
generally proceeds in speed with a bounding rubber
ball action, all four feet coming down together, hind 
feet behind." 
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PHEASANT 
The pheasant makes one of the larger tracks of the up
land game birds. It measures 2~ to 3 inches in length and 
about 2J~ inches in span, depending on the bird's age. So 
many different strains of pheasants have been intro
duced sizes may vary widely. 

MUSKRAT 
A mainstay of the trapper's income, the muskrat sports 
four toes on .his front foot, five on his hind foot. A 
slender drag line left by the tail and sprawling forefoot 
toes are also his characteristics. 

RACCOON 
Tracks of the 'coon's hind foot resemble those of a bare
foot boy cavorting on the creekbank. The front prints 
average 3J~ inches long and hind prints are about 4Jf 
inches long. The forefoot print imitates an eight-year
old's hand pressed into the mud. 

OPOSSUM 
Another odd, distinctive track, the 'possum walks with 
his front and hind feet parallel. Nature's sanitation en
gineer has an inward, even backward-pointing toe on 
his hind foot. Besides this chief identifying mark, the 
tail drag sometimes is evident in snow. 

SKUNK 
Chances are you'll smell this little stinker before you 
ever see his tracks. Summertime often finds him catch
ing insects under bright outdoor lights. Winter is the 
time for "sleeping it off." No claws show on the hind 
foot, which is shaped like a baby's. Both hind and front 
feet are five-toed. Distance between tracks is about 
three inches . 

BOBCAT 
Night hunting is the bobcat's specialty. No claws are 
exposed as his feet pad softly across the wilderness floor. 
Also the anterior border of the ball pad is dipped, or 
two-lobed, while the coyote's is not. 

POACHER 
A most common animal track, it occurs most frequently 
around "No Hunting" and "No Trespassing" signs. Other 
signs the tracker may look for is torn-down fence, empty 
bottles, wadded up cigarette packs, fresh blood and fur 
or feathers where this animal has butchered his prey. 

Does your print belong in this picture? 

For those who want to continue their study of the 
fascinating book animals write, I recommend Olaus 
Murie's A Field Guide to Animal Tracks. 

This winter, try reading an all time best seller-the 
book animals write. 
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DUCK 
CALLS 

By Farrell Brewer 

THERE'S NOTHING BETTER than 
roast wild duck for dinner accord

ing to Larry Largent, an avid duck 
hunter. Larry with his duck hunting 
companions, his father Dale, brother 
Rodney and friend Bill Harper, all of 
Overland Park, Kansas , spend many 
hours plying their skills of waterfowl
ing at the Marais Des Cygnes Water
fowl Management Area and other 
Kansas waterfowl areas each year. 

The quartet is no ordinary group of 
waterfowl hunters , they hold national 
honors in the world duck calling con
test. L a r r y won 
the contest in 1971 
while his brother 
Rod n e y nailed 
down second 
place. Bill Harper 
who assisted the 
boys' fat her in 
teaching good call
ing met hod s to 
them ranked fifth 
in the contest. 

Brewer 

This was the first world contest for 
the Largents while Harper entered 
the contest two previous years. The 
contest is conducted at Stuttgart, Ar
kansas, the famous duck hunting cap
ital of the world and is sponsored by 
the Stuttgart Chamber of Commerce. 
Larry had only entered one other 
calling contest before the champion
shin meet the same with his brother. 
Rodney b~at his brother in the previ
ous contest but Larry aced him out 
by 20 point~ in the world meet. 

Twenty-two states were represented 
in the contest. Larry, although a 
Kansas resident, represented Ne
braska in the contest as only one rep
resentative from each state is per
mitted to enter. Rodney represented 
Missouri with Bill Harper calling for 
Kansas. The contest is judged by six 
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Overland Park duck hunt
ers manufacture the fa
mous Marshland water
fowl calls. 

notables from conservation groups 
and Ducks Unlimited chapters . Con
testants are judged on their ability to 
perform six calls starting with the 
highball, on to the comeback, feed 
chatter, clucks, lonesome hen and 
ending with the contented duck call. 

Althml gh many waterfowlers would 
be pleased with the honor of being 
the world champion duck caller there 
are other benefits. Larry received a 
check for $1,000, a blazer, trophy and 
the right to defend the championship 
this year. Larry stated he definitely 
would return to defend his title. Rod 
and Bill vow to give him a run for 
the money in the next meet. 

The foursome is also involved in a 
business venture closely related to 
good waterfowl hunting. They manu
facture Marshland duck and goose 
calls. They said the business was 
started basically b ecause they were 
not satisfied with the calls that were 
available and decided to make a bet
ter call. They have incorporated 30 
years of duck hunting experience into 
their call. 

Larry used a call he picked at ran
dom from the manufacturing line to 
use in the contest. He pointed out 
that it was the one he had used duck 
hunting all year. "I believe you need 
to be familiar with your equipment" 

Dale Largent, one of Marshland's founders, inspects calls that have been dipped to see 
if they're dry enough for a second coat. 



Trimming the reed just right is the secret to making a good call according to Rodney 
Largent shown here. 

was the reason given by Larry in the 
selection of the call. Bill and Rodney 
also used Marshland Calls. 

Upon deciding to manufacture 
waterfowl calls they began to look 
for the necessary equipment. They 
selected some lathes originally de
signed for making wooden salt and 
pepper shakers. The project of modi
fying and changing the machines was 
handed to Dale Largent who the rest 
say is the mechanical brains behind 
the organization. In a period of three 
months he had the machines con
verted into workable call making ma
chines. Dale said he had no doubt 
that the salt and pepper making ma
chines would do the trick. "After all , 
they were designed to turn wood and 
that is what we make our calls from." 

The manufacturing process begins 
with the selection and purchase of 
suitable wood. They use walnut, 
cherry and zebra wood in making 
standard calls and make a custom 
built duck call out of hard rubber. 

With the wood selected they have it 
cut into two inch by two inch strips 
for the barrels of the call and one and 
one-quarter inch by one and one
quarter inch strips for the inserts. 

The strips are then sharpened in 
what resembles a gigantic pencil 
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sharpener powered by an electric 
motor. 

Once the wood is sharpened it is 
placed in the lathes to form the barrels 
and inserts. The lathes turn out 
rough cuts at the rate of 30 per 
minute. 

With the lathe work completed the 
hard part begins. Each piece under
goes hand sanding and fitting. The 
patented tone chamber is constructed 
next. A design is then burned onto 
the barrels and inserts. 

On down the assembly line the calls 
are dipped in a finishing material 
and allowed to dry for 24 hours before 
they are dipped again and allowed to 
cure for at least a week. 

When cured the calls are equipped 
with the most important piece-the 
reed, made of hard rubber. All are 
hand tuned by Larry and Rodney. 
The calls are tuned once and then 
checked just prior to shipment. The 
end result is a hand-tuned quality call. 

They have been in the call making 
business for two years and plan to 
produce more than 7,000 calls this year 
although they have a capacity for 
turning out from 10 to 15 thousand 
calls with their present equipment. 

Another unique facet of Marshland 
Game Call company is that they con
tribute two percent of their annual 

sales to Ducks Unlimited. Their rea
son for the contribution is simple, 
according to them. Ducks Unlimited 
uses donated funds to construct nest
ing habitat for waterfowl. With 
more ducks produced, there is more 
need for duck calls and Marshland is 
in the duck call marketing operation. 

Call making is a part time venture 
for all envolved at Marshland. Bill 
Harper is in the printing business, 
Larry Largent is a Junior High School 
Physical Education instructor, Rod 
Largent is a student at Kansas State 
Teachers College of Emporia and 
Dale Largent is a service manager for 
an automobile firm in Overland Park, 
Kansas. 

They market the calls in all 52 
states by mail order and have factory 
representatives in eight states. They 
not only market the calls they offer a 
package "Mallard Talk by Marshland" 
which is designed to teach anyone the 
A, B, C's of waterfowl hunting. 

Experienced waterfowl hunters sup
port the premise that the proper use 
of a calling device is one of the most 
vital secrets to success in waterfowl 
hunting. How you build your blind 
and set your decoys are equally im
portant, but it is really a combination 
of these three basics which deter
mines whether you get good shooting 
or draw blanks . Tips on these basics 
to good waterfowl hunting are cov
ered in Marshlands Mallard Talk 
booklet. 

The quickest, easiest and most ef
fective way to learn waterfowl call
ing is to watch the experts, these 
being the professional guides who 
literally "call for their supper," or ex
perienced amateur sportsmen who 
usually come home with full bags. 
Lacking access to these sources, the 
hunter can listen to professionally 
made phonograph records-of which 
there are many-or visit a zoo, public 
park or farm where domesticated 
ducks and geese will provide him 
with authentic calling lessons. 

Since mallards are sprinkled liber
ally over most of the U. S., species 
other than mallards often respond to 
the mallard's call as readily as to their 
own. This is the reason why most 
duck calls are designed to sound like 
that of a mallard. 
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Duck calling techniques va r y 
widely in different sections of the 
U. S. Along the Pacific coast, for 
example, hunters use a deep toned 
call with lots of volume. In the mid
west they prefer a high pitched call. 
In South Louisiana, the most popular 
call is harsh and loud. Just the oppo
site is true in Minnesota where hunt
ers purchase soft calls. 

In addition to this, the ducks them
selves have different voice levels. A 
particular hen mallard might issue 
soft, come-hither pleadings while a 
sister from the same brood belts out 
her calls like a fog horn. 

Bill Harper contends that it is im
possible to "over call" mallards as 
long as you are talking their language 
since the ducks themselves make a 
lot of racket while calling other 
ducks. 

Ducks call differently, and no two 
men will blow the same duck call 
entirely alike. Further confusing the 
issue is how ducks react in different 
environments. 

By way of example, the favorite call 
for mallards in the Hooded timber 
marshes at Marais Des Cygnes would 
be a series of 10, 12, or 15 "highballs." 
While at Cheyenne Bottoms mallards 
respond better to only 4 or 5 "high
balls." This may be attributed to the 
multitude of trees at Marais Des 
Cygnes which makes it more difficult 
for mallards to hear a call, while the 
opposite is true in the open marshes 
of Cheyenne Bottoms where sound 
carries more easily. 

There aren't many solid gold calls 
in existence but even if people could 
afford them, they wouldn't sound as 
good as those with modest barrels of 
wood, plastic or cane. Very few cane 
calls are seen outside of Louisiana 
where it is still the favored material 
of many old timers. 

Calls made of wood or plastic bar
rels look better than the cane and 
are much stronger. 

Hard black rubber is the finest ma
terial for reeds and practically all of 
the champions use calls fitted with 
them. Plastic reeds are soft and more 
pliable. Although easier to make, 
they do not work as well as rubber. 

The most serious drawback with 
hard rubber reeds is their brittleness. 
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In cold weather, they might snap off 
with the first blow, leaving you with
out a call. This hazard can be re
duced to some extent by blowing 
several times through the wrong end 
of the call to warm the reed with 
your breath. An even better idea is 
to carry an extra reed in your wallet 
where it will be available when 
needed. 

Too many callers, the people from 
\1arshland feel, labor under the illu
sion that effective calling involves 
nothing more than buying a call and 
blowing it in the general direction of 
ducks and geese. 

It's a real insult to the intelligence 
of these beautiful birds, they charge. 
Two out of every three hunters in 
the marsh haven't the slightest idea 
what they're doing. They are in the 
same league, mentally speaking, with 
those who insist on shooting when 
they know perfectly well the birds 
are out of range. 

"The lack of knowledge among 
those who proclaim to be waterfowl
ers and those who would like to learn 
the art of good calling is why we 
offer the Mallard Talk package," said 
Bill Harper. 

Marshland people contend that any-

one can become reasonably proficient 
with a duck or goose eall by follow
ing a few very simple rules. 

"You might not win a contest," they 
admit, "but it will definitely help you 
have a quality hunt if you make up 
your mind to study the right methods 
and practice as often as possible." 

Marshlands method consists of lis
tening to an experienced caller or 
phonograph records and practicing 
with the aid of live ducks. They pro
vide a record in their Mallard Talk 
package. 

On the subject of selecting a call, 
although they admit bias and con
tend Marshland calls are the best, 
they advise beginners to seek the 
help of a friend or salesman who 
has enough experience to tell if the 
call is particularly suited to him. 

It's like trying on a suit or a pair of 
shoes they say. "You've got to be 
properly fitted." 

For those iacking the time and am
bition to do these things, they have 
one bit of advice. 

"Buy your call, polish it carefully 
the night before the hunt, take it 
with you into the duck blind, place 
it in the bottom of your shell bucket 
and leave it there." 

All Marshland calls are given a final test to see if tone quality is up to par. Here, Larry 
Largent checks a call. 

Farrell Brewer 
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For ten bucks you can make 
a simple but practical gun 
cabinet. 

A $10 GUN CABINET 

1111 GUN CABINET for $10? You 
tl. have got to be kidding!" That 

was the comment of my friend Gary 
Harrison when I approached him 
with the idea of building a cheap gun 
cabinet that would provide protection 
for guns as well as some place where 
firearms would be unavailable to the 
neighborhood children who seem to 
like my wife's cookie jar and regu
larly invade my domicile for a raiding 
party. 

I had wanted a 
gun cab i net to 
house my assort
ment of firearms 
for years but the 
$80 to $150 neces
sary to purchase a 
really goo done 
just never seemed 
available. Taxes, 
shoes for the kids, 
insurance and a 
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host of other demands constantly 
kept the budget exhausted and there 
never seemed to be enough of that 
"filthy lucre" left over to justify that 
kind of an expenditure. 

Still, for safety's sake, a gun cab
inet was needed in my household. 
The corner of my closet wasn't the 
best place in the world to stash my 
firearms , especially with their accessi
bility to youngsters - the closet 
doesn't have a lock. Besides, who 
wants to get a key every time he 
needs a clean pair of pants. The so
lution to the problem seemed to hinge 
on building a cabinet and it had to 
be done with a minimum of hard 
cash. 

The reason my friend, Gary, became 
involved is because he works at the 
local lumber yard, the ready source 
of materials for a project such as this. 
I had developed the simple plan for 
construction but I needed his help 
in selecting the proper materials and 
getting them cut to size. Together, 
we determined the cheapest type of 
lumber available for the project was 
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shelf-grade white pine. It had some 
knots but was about a third the price 
of knot-free top grade material. The 
knots would not detract from the use
fulness of the cabinet and might even 
add a rustic attractiveness to the fin
ished product. Quarter-inch ply
wood. AD grade, was selected for the 
back of the cabinet with the knotty 
side placed to the back where it 
wouldn't show. After cutting the 

After some preliminary sanding of 
the boards, assembly of the compo
nents was b egun. Eight-penny finish 
nails were used along with an appli
cation of glue to hold the butt-joints 
together. In addition, the bottom or 
base board was fastened to the sides 
with flat-headed wood screws prop
erly countersunk. The assembly of 
the basic box seemed to require more 
than two hands so my 13-year-old 
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lumber to size in the lumber yard's 
work shop, the bill came to just a 
little over $9. This price also in
cluded the hinge and hasp for the 
locking mechanism to make the cab
inet "kid proof." I had plenty of nails , 
screws and glue at home so the price 
of these items was not included. 

son, Tom, lent his assistance. To
gether, we checked the alignment of 
the top with the sides and nailed 
them in place, being careful to main
tain the specified dimensions. 

Even with the nails , screws and 
glue. the frame seemed to be a little 
wobbly but the addition of the ply-
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wood back stabilized the basic cab
inet. Care should be exercised to 
keep the corners square and the back 
panel in alignment until the back is 
firmly nailed on. Small, one-inch 
wire nails were used to attach the 
hack panel. 

The most exacting operation was 
the inleting of the piece which holds 
the barrels to the guns. This was ac
complished by carefully laying it out 
in advance of any·cutting by marking 
the exact spot and size of the notches. 
A l~~(l-inch wood bit was used to drill 
holes in the board four inches apart. 
Then a saber-saw was used to cut 
away the wood to form the notches. 

Since a side-by-side double barrel 
shotgun was to be kept in the cab
inet, a wider notch was needed for 
this gun. This was accomplished by 
drilling two :It-inch holes side by side 
in the proper location. After opening 
the notch to the front with the saber
saw, a wood rasp was used to smooth 
the cuts and slightly round off the 
edges. Sandpaper wrapped around a 
dowel accomplished the final smooth
ing. 

Mounting the notched board to the 
back panel was accomplished with 
two wood screws from the back of 
the cabinet and a finish nail at each 
end of the board, driven through the 
side gave it stability. 

The one-by-three inch board at the 
bottom of the front of the cabinet 
was installed next using glue and fin
ish nails. This prevents the butt of 
the firearms from slipping out of the 
cabinet. 

The installation of the locking bar 
is the next and final step in construc
tion. The one-by-two inch piece is 
mounted by a hinge at one end while 
the other end is secured by a hasp. 
Mark the position of the hinge screws 
with a pencil while holding the bar 
and hinge in position. After drilling 
a small starting hole for each screw, 
it is a simple matter to install the bar. 
The hasp is easily installed by using 
a similar method. Make s1lre that 
sufficient clearance is maintained so 
that the bar clears the basp in open
ing-you can cut a little off the end 
of the bar is necessary. The loop part 
of the hasp is mounted on the bar 
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and the hinged part of the hasp is 
secured to the side of the cabinet. 

A shelf to hold cleaning materials 
can be added to the inside of the top 
of the cabinet but ammunition should 
never be stored in this location. In
stead, it should be locked up in a 
drawer or cupboard well removed 
from the location of the cabinet. 

If you like to display your guns to 

List of materials for gun cabinet: 

visiting sportsmen, then you may 
wish to use a fancier wood for the 
construction. Three-fourths inch ply
wood could be used or, if available, 
hardwoods such as oak or walnut 
would make a beautiful piece of fur
niture. But, if your need is for a 
simple but safe place to stOre your 
firearms, how can you beat a $10 gun 
cabinet? 

Unless otherwise noted, all material is white pine. Plywood :It-inch 
thick may be substituted or, if desired, hardwood may be substituted. 

2 pieces, 1 x 10 x 53 inches 
1 piece, 1 x 10 x 31 inches 
1 piece, 1 x 10 x 30 inches 
1 piece, 1 x 4 x 28J~ inches 
1 piece, 1 x 3 x 28J~ inches 
1 piece, 1 x 2 x 28J~ inches 
1 piece, ~-inch plywood 30 x 54~ inches 
1 small hinge 1 small hasp 

Total cost of materials using white pine, $9.26. (Not including nails, 
screws and glue.) 

The finished cabinet is small enough that it can be placed in most closets. If the builder 
desires, the cabinet can be stained and felt can be glued in the notches, resulting in a 
fancier cabinet. 

Ken Stiebben 
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Glimpses of Kansas Wildlife 

Giant Canada Goose 

Photo by leonard lee Rue . 
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By Ross Harrison 

The largest and felt by some to be 
the greatest of all geese on the North 
American Continent recently has 
been making Kansas one of its most 
popular wintering homes. 

The bird is the giant Canada goose, 
Branta canadensis maxima. He's kind 
of hard to distinguish from his close 
relatives, the 20 or so other varieties 
of Canada geese which all bear the 
same Branta canadensis scientific 
name, but which have different vari
ety names. About half of these 20 
spend some of their time in Kansas. 
Again, he's kind of hard to distinguish 
from most of these, except for one 
thing-bulk! 

The record giant Canada is 24 
pounds heavy-three to six times as 
large as the smaller Canada varieties. 
In Kansas the largest giant Canada 
recorded weighed more than 18 
pounds. 

But before further describing the 
maxima, a quick check of his history 
will provide better insight to him. 
As late as 1962 the so-called giant 
Canada goose was considered non
existent in Kansas and the rest of 
North America. It is recorded that 
prior to the turn of this century there 
were thousands of giant Canadas 
with permanent homes in the Great 
Plains, Kansas included. These birds 
far outweighed their similar appear
ing Canada cousins which migrated 
past the giants far to the north for 
nesting, then back far to the south to 
spend the winter months. By 1950, 
however, the big Canadas were shot 
up and much of their waters were 
drained from their prairie homes. 
Most biologists considered them ex
tinct. 

Then in 1962 a wildlife researcher, 
Harold Hanson of Illinois re-discov
ered the giant Canada in Minnesota. 
It was theorized that while the "wild" 
giant Canadas may have passed out 
of the picture, there were at least a 
few game breeders who kept rem
nants of the original stock for sale 
and trade. 

The re-discovery of the big birds 
generated much excitement and de
mand for the giant Canada boomed. 
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Commercial game breeders, private 
interest groups and individuals, along 
with governmental age n c i e s all 
wanted to re-establish the giant Can
ada. Massive game farm breeding 
programs found tiny flocks of the rare 
birds appearing all over midwestern 
United States and southern Canada. 

The new giant Canadas found doz
ens of huge reservoirs which pro
vided a fantastic new water resource 
and nesting facilities beyond com
pare. More reservoirs were being 
built each year. And bordering these 
impoundments were thousands of 
acres of crop land which could sup
ply an almost endless store of the best 
goose food possible. 

The story of the giant Canada's 
comeback in Kansas is nothing short 
of phenomenal. The central Flyway 
Council reported some 300 Canada 
geese wintering in Kansas in 1955. 
Hindsight has shown most of these 
were large Canadas with many being 
the maxima, or giant. 

The 1971-72 wintering count showed 
upwards of 100,000 Canada geese 
wintering in the state, of which an 
estimated 30,000-count 'em, 30,000 
-were the large Canadas, again with 
many being maximas. 

Together, the 20 some varieties of 
Canada geese have the same basic 
coloration, the grey body, black neck 
and head, with the white cheek patch 
wrapping around the bird's chin. 

The varieties of Canada geese 
which spend some time in this state, 
according to Marvin Schwilling, wa
terfowl project leader for the For
estry, Fish and Game Commission, 
range from the slight 2!f-pounders to 
the giant which has surpassed 18 
pounds. At the heavy end of the 
scale, the giant is joined by another 
variety, mofJitti. Schwilling points out: 

"It is hard to talk strictly in terms 
of the giant Canada goose in Kansas, 
when another variety of the Canada 
goose, mofJitti, is so similar. The two 
varieties are nearlv the same color 
they are found in the same location~ 
and small maximas and large moffittis 
may be of equal weight." 

Schwilling says there's no way to 
estimate the number of each of the 
two in Kansas, only the total of both. 

Hanson, the man who re-discov-

ered the giant Canada and the world 
authority on the i r classification, 
claims that of the following features 
the maxima will possess the extreme, 
where the mofJitti will have some or 
all of the traits, but in a lesser degree, 
while the features are seldom exhib
ited in smaller varieties of Canada 
geese. 

The traits include: An adult 
weight of at least nine pounds; a 
long, rangy appearing frame and 
wider wingspread; habitation chiefly 
in the Great Plains in the U. S. and 
Canada; lighter coloration; and a 
slight hook-back to the ear of the 
white cheek patch. 

A day in the life of the typical 
giant Canada will vary widely, de
pending on the time of year and, of 
course, age. Schwilling comments 
that juvenile maximas, like most teen
age youth, have a sort of mixed up 
outlook on life. They are less aware 
of the perils in the world and they 
take more chances. 

Consequently, the young of the 
year comprise most of the giants 
taken by hunters," said Schwilling. 

Autumn will find large flocks of 
giant Canadas grazing in pastures 
and wheat fields of the Dakotas and 
southern Canada. Schwilling's obser
vations have led him to believe that 
the grazing flocks are divided into 
not-too-distinct family units, consist
ing of the parents and anywhere from 
one to seven or eight young of the 
year. The family units, he says, will 
loosely stake out an area and guard 
it rather haphazardly against the 
other geese. 

Federal studies have shown that 
while thousands of geese might graze 
a large field, they do no harm to the 
crop production. Schwilling says, 
however, if the cropland is extremely 
wet, geese have been known to "pud
dle" the soil and as it dries out the 
surface is left packed tight. 

Also there is some minor concern 
by landowners that if the geese over
graze an area, spring winds might 
carry away more than the normal 
amount of soil. Most often this is not 
the case, though. 

As winter approaches, the northern 
birds get that mysterious migration 
twitch. Usually in a one or two-day, 

27 



non-stop flight, they leave for south
ern states, not too much further south 
than Kansas and Oklahoma. More and 
more are stopping every year in Kan
sas because of the abundant reser
voirs and ample winter wheat crops. 

From about Thanksgiving through 
February, Kansas becomes the winter 
residence of more than 30,000 of the 
large Canadas. At the Cheyenne Bot
toms and Kirwin Reservoir where 
more than 100 of the large geese are 
permanent residents at each site, the 
migrating flocks may build those 
numbers up to 6,000 birds. 

The rest are found at Elk City, 
Kanopolis, Fall River and Cheney 
Reservoirs as well as more than 20 
other areas. 

Schwilling says the best time to 
view the giants in Kansas is before 9 
a. m., when they are just waking up 
on their loafing areas and getting 
ready to disperse to the surrounding 
crop lands. 

During the winter months, much of 
the aggressiveness and territorial 
feeding of the birds is lost. Still, there 
is somewhat of a pecking order, re
ports Schwilling, where the more ma
ture males will guide the flock in and 
out of their loafing and feeding areas. 

Smaller varieties of Canada geese 
wiII migrate much further to the 
south to winter in the milder temper
atures. But the heavy goose down of 
the giant Canada seldom finds him 
suffering from the cold Kansas winter. 

As the winter progresses, SchwilI
ing says the birds will turn to grain, 
such as corn and maize, as a source 
of "hot" food. The hot foods offer 
more protein and carbohydrates to 
better heat their bodies. 

Often as the geese fly from loafing 
to feeding areas, as soon as they touch 
down, they tuck their feet up under 
their soft feathers for insulation. 
They'll eat an area out around them 
as long as their neck reaches, then 
briskly waddle to another spot and do 
the same thing. 

It should make some females happy 
to know women's liberation has a big 
influence in the life of the giant Can
ada. Although the geese mate for life, 
the initial selection of the mate is 
made by the fairer sex, according to 
Schwilling. Just before mating in 
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February or March, the geese migrate 
back to their summer homes in the 
northern plains states and southern 
Canada. 

"It's not known for sure why, or on 
what basis they make their selections, 
but the female runs the mating game. 
I've watched the head-bobbing affair 
of the males as they taunt and pull 
feathers in tussles with other males," 
Schwilling describes. He said when 
the act is over, one of the males is 
chosen by the female. 

The female, however, gets stuck 
with most of the nest building activ
ities. There's the natural tendency to 
secure a nesting spot where it would 
be hard for predators to find. Often, 
the nests will appear on high ground 
so the parents can view the area for 
approaching trouble. Or, it may be 
very well hidden along the water's 
edge. There are even cases where 
giant Canadas have taken over aban
doned owl and hawk nests or just 
built a nest in the fork of a tree. 

At any rate, the male is always near 
the female while she's on the nest. 

"Believe it!" states SchwilIing. "The 
giant Canada goose is one bird that 
can really protect its home." Schwill
ing said he has read of successful 
attempts by coyotes to raid giant Can
ada nests while the adults were pres
ent, but on the smaller egg-eaters, 
such as raccoons, opossums and 
crows, the giant is a feathered fury. 

Their main attack is performed by 
gripping the foe with their beaks, 
then whaling the tar out of them with 
their extremely powerful wings. 

In the nve to six-week nesting pe
riod, the female will lay an average 
of six to eight eggs in the first two 

weeks, then incubate them for about 
four more weeks until they hatch. 
During this period the pair will fly 
out in the morning and afternoon to 
graze. Each time she takes special 
care to cover her clutch with feathers 
and the lining of the nest. 

If the parents-to-be are unlucky, a 
skunk or other egg-eater will find the 
nest and devour the eggs before the 
geese return. If the mother was in 
the egg Jaying stage, she generally 
will renest. If she was into the incu
bation period, she probably will wait 
until next year to raise a family. 

If the pair are lucky, a brood of 
ugly appearing goslings will peck 
their way out of the tough shells 
sometime in mid to late April. 

Until the young can fly in mid
August, the devoted parents guide the 
young around a small world. In the 
water the fast-growing goslings will 
nnd small forms of aquatic plant and 
animal life to nourish their bodies. 
There also, the young will nnd tur
tles and other predators, waiting to 
help keep the goose population 
trimmed. 

But some of the young will always 
survive the perils of nature. When 
Thanksgiving comes many will come 
down to Kansas for the winter and 
either take up permanent residence or 
wing it back north in the spring with 
some passing flock to the Dakotas, or 
southern Canada to raise their own 
families. 

Wherever they go, chances are 
good they'll stop by Kansas again, for 
this state is quickly becoming rec
ognized as one of the most richly fur
nished winter homes for the largest 
goose of them all. 

Fast growing, but vulnerable, giant Canada goslings are never far from their protective 
parents. 

Ken Stiebben 



Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake-"We re
cently killed what we thought was an east
ern diamondback rattlesnake at our farm. 
It was between three and four feet long 
with the exact markings of an eastern dia
mondback according to the color picture in 
our Golden Nature Guide. It had crawled 
into a drain pipe. The kids called their 
Dad and we worked it out of the drain 
pipe with a rod. It put up a huge fight, 
hissing loudly and rattling inside the pipe 
before we got it out. Upon investigating the 
dead snake we could find no rattle although 
the noise we'd heard was identical to that 
of a rattlesnake. This snake had a sharp, 
pOinted tail and on the tip was a half-inch, 
needle-shaped point which resembled a 
thorn. We've seen quite a few bull snakes 
in Kansas but these diamond shapes went 
straight down around the reptile's under
side. ' Ve also carefully examined the 
'fangs' of the snake. \Vhat we found were 
lying Aat in the snake's upper mouth but 
could be drawn out to some degree. 'Ve'd 
certainly appreciate some information on this 
matter. "-Mrs. William Laderer, Fulton. 

We checked tcith Joseph "Tom" Collins, 
herpetologist with the Museum of Natural 
History at Lawrence. From the information 
you provided, Collins feels your "Eastern 
diamondback" is actually a bull snake. 
"BlIll snakes and hog-nosed snakes are the 
only Kansas reptiles which hiss," Collins 
explaill ed. "And the three to four foot 
length makes me pretty sure it was a bull 
.Inake since the hog-nosed variety rarely 
attains th is size. Bull snakes and many other 
harmless species vibrate their tail tips rapidly 
when disturbed or excited," Collins contin
ued. "When this vibrating tip comes in 
contact with something, the l·eSt/IUng noise 
so unds much like a rattlesnake. Then, too, 
coming from inside a drain pipe, the sound 
was vrohably amplified and distorted. The 
needle-like point yotl found on the snake's 
tail is what we call the terminal spine and 
is found on all snakes which have a com
plete tail." Collins said the eastern dia
mondback rattlesnake is confined to the 
eastern part of the United States and is 
found west of the Mississippi River only 
in portions of Louisiana and Mississippi. 
The "fangs" YOtl described were probably 
the reptile's teeth . As for the markings on 
your snake, these are widely variable from 
snake to snake and occasionally they will 
resemble the patterns of a rattlesnake. 

Snakes, regardless of how you feel about 
them, are a natural and essential part of the 
ecosystem. They play an important role in 
controlling pests like rats, mice, grasshop
pers, locusts and cockroaches. For this 
reason, they should be left alone. Only 
when venomous reptiles are found close 
to human dtcellings can they iustifiably be 
killed. If an individual is in doubt as to 
the snake's identity, the reptile should be 
preserved in alcohol until a game protector, 
biologist or herpetologist can make positive 
identification.-Editor. 

Most Popular Magazine- " Having received 
the July-August issue of KANSAS FISH & 
GAME Magazine, I must say this has been 
the most popular magazine I have ever 
had to offer in my shop. I can truthfully 
say more people looked at your magazine 
than any other I have had. Besides, we 
learned something too. Thanks a lot."
Walter's Barber Shop, Garden City. 

Wants to Reprint-"We would like to do 
a reprint on the story by Farrell Brewer, 
'Catfish Experiments in Kansas' and would 
like to use the photos so will you please 
send them?"-Leo Pachner, president, F arm 
Pond Harvest magazine, Kanakee, Illinois. 

Serving Abroad- ''I'm now serving on an 
aircraft carrier in the Tonkin Gulf off Viet 
Nam. I get your magazine through my 
parents ' who live in western Kansas. My 
service with the Navy has taken me to many 
states across the nation. But of all the 
Fish and Game magazines I've read, I don't 
think I've seen one which is more enjoy
able than yours. I'll be returning to Kansas 
soon and would like a subscription started." 
- Gary D. McMillen, RVAH·6, F. P. o. 
San Francisco. 

KANSAS FISH & GAME invites all 
readers to submit their com
ments, suggestions, likes and 
d islikes to Readers' Response. 
In each issue the magazine will 
feature as many leHers as space 
permits. We reserve the right to 
edit and condense leHers. 

-Editor. 

Finds It Distasteful-"I was pJeased with 
the article on coyotes in the latest issue, 
especially with the part that points out that 
these animals do not seriously damage the 
Kansas game populations. You might also 
have pOinted out that it is no longer legal 
to hunt coyotes with the aid of an airplane. 
I find the practice of hunting these animals 
distasteful , because coyotes are usually left 
to rot after they have been killed. Nobody 
eats coyote meat and few people even use 
the skins. Why kill an animal that causes 
little harnl and is useless when dead?"-Matt 
Amsden, Managing Editor, The Halstead 
Independent. 

Enjoyed It AIl-"A copy of your September
October issue was given me by a friend 
who thought I would enjoy reading the 
article about Mrs. Docking's fishing trip. 
Not only did I enjoy that article but the 
entire magazine as well. Please add me to 
your subscription list."- Betty Lou Denton, 
Topeka. 

Neato!-"That sure was a neato article, 
'Kestrels, those feathered opportunists.' I 
liked the first part of it. And for that one 
with the lost foot, it could have been born 
that way. I also liked the one about the 
coyote. It eats a lot of different foods doesn't 
it? In fact, the whole magazine is good."
Jeff Sellin, 3rd Grade. 

A Foot Hunter- "I liked the article 'Cood 
Hunter Health.' I'm a foot hunter and like 
to walk. If hunters knew more about how 
to protect themselves against the weather, 
they would do more walking and conse
quently get more shooting."-Herbert 
Brooks, Colony. 




